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Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Empathy, Support

Whole School Attendance For Term 4, Week 9: 93%

Principal’s
Report
Principal’s Report
The weeks are just flying by. I feel like it was just yesterday I was writing my last newsletter article. As always there has
been much going on at the school. This week we have more formal events happening as the year is winding up. Here is a
recap of the week and important things for families to know.

School Captains:
This week at the recognition event, the current school captains, Neave and Liam, handed over their leadership reigns to the
incoming school captains - Hunter and Jake. We made a change to the process this year holding the election before the
end of the Term 4. This is a symbolic gesture. It means that our students are never without leadership and also
continuously have a representative for student voice. We look forward to seeing what our School Captains get up to next
year. Well done to Luke and Natasha in the primary and Chrissy in the secondary, who also nominated for School Captain.
If you haven’t already seen them, I suggest you check out our IGTV channel on Instagram so you can watch the speeches.
You will be highly entertained!
A gigantic thank you!
Being the Principal means that when issues pop up at the college, I’m usually the person that needs to deal with them and
sometimes this can see a whole day spent redirected from my to do list. Whilst I can have the best intentions to spend time
working on things, unfortunately, my plans get interrupted. That’s more than ok, as it comes with the job and it’s actually not
the point that I’m making. When this happens, I am so very fortunate to work with a team who are just willing to step in and
keep things rolling. This week was great and here are a few of the wonderful things that staff did that deserve our thanks;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The work that Mrs Marks and Fiona put into the displays for and the production of the recognition event was
amazing. When the video is ready, I hope that you all take particular note of all the student work around the stage.
Year 12 Graduation has been gorgeously set up and this is thanks to the hard work of Fiona again. She transformed
the dining room at the pub into a wonderful setting for the students and their families.
Daniel Missen volunteered his time and expertise to not only video the recognition event so we can share it with
families but also create a memorable slide show for the year 12’s at graduation.
Mr Brearley for organising the program for the graduation.
Sandra for making so many phone calls and following things up for me.
Ms Green for proof reading report comments to alleviate pressure on others.
Mr Mansbridge for helping with team teaching.
Continued………………..
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Our staff do things like this all the time and whilst I’m sure I haven’t mentioned all the ways that the staff here step in and
help out when needed, I just want to highlight some of the examples. Your work is always appreciated and even more so
in the last few weeks when we are all tired and ready for the holidays. The dedication shown by the staff allows our
students to get a better experience.
Recognition event:
As mentioned, we held our recognition event this week at school. Whilst it was so very different this year with all the
restrictions, as a college we felt it was important to make sure we took the opportunity to recognise all the efforts of the
students this year. Although it’s been crazy and highly disruptive, the students have still managed to achieve quite a lot. Mr
Missen is busy putting together the video and we will post this on a private YouTube channel to share with families. I will
share details with families as soon as it is available, which is likely to be over the weekend. Thank you to families for being
so understanding. See if you can spot a couple of slips of the tongue during the event. Don’t forget we are all human so
find the humour in the mistakes, rather than criticise.
Swimming program:
Reminder to families about the Primary swimming program next week. Students need to bring their snacks/lunch, water
bottle, bathers, towel and a bag for wet items after swimming. We hope the kids have a great time and are very excited
that we don’t need to worry about the weather conditions causing us to cancel.
Staffing:
We are currently interviewing for a Primary Generalist classroom teacher. The college is in need of a teacher because Ms
Summerfield is moving into the senior end to do work in MYLNS (Middle Years Literacy Numeracy Scheme). She will also
be taking on some high school classes. We hope to make an appointment in the coming days and will be excited to
introduce our new staff to the community.
Roles and responsibilities:
Our teaching staff will pick up different roles and responsibilities in 2021. These will include year level and sports
coordinators. Staff have nominated the roles they are interested in and we will share these with families once finalised.
Year 12 Gradation:
We’re very excited for our Year 12 Graduation, which will be held tonight. Again, thank you to those who have put in huge
amounts of work to get the event ready. Next week we will share some photos of the event. In the meantime, I’m sure we
will post some snaps on Instagram for you to check out. We are so happy that the kids handled Year 12 in 2020 as well as
they did and managed to get to the end without giving up. We’re very proud of you all!
Farewell Year 10s:
Today marks the last day for Year 10 students for the year. Well done on a fantastic week of Step Up. Hopefully you know
exactly what to expect of Year 11 next year. Exciting times ahead for you. Hope you have a safe holidays and we look
forward to seeing you next year.
Activity week:
Just a reminder about the program planned in the final week of school. There has been lots of effort put into this to reward
the students for their dedication and hard work over the year. I’d like to remind families
that this is a reward, so payment must be received in order for students to attend. If for
any reason payment is an issue, please contact me to discuss. It is also expected that
students will maintain the behaviour standards expected right up until the last day. Poor
behaviour at school or on an activity may result in a student not being permitted to
attend.
School Council Meeting:
We have decided to change the date of our School Council meeting as it would clash
with the Christmas Under The Elms event the Progress Association would host. It’s
likely the meeting will be on Tuesday the 15th, instead. Council members will be notified
soon.
Have a great weekend. Enjoy the sunshine and be ready to head into the last two
weeks of school. I am certainly counting down for the holidays!
Stay safe! - Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal

They’re Back!
We have had a reported case of head lice at the school.
Please check your child/children’s hair and refer to the
attached information sheet about head lice and how to treat them.

AWARDS 2020
SENIOR ITALIAN AWARD
Presented by: Mr Jon Dally

Awarded to: Dillon Gordon

This award is presented for diligence, commitment and positive contribution to all aspects of
Italian learning. The student receiving this award has displayed a high level of academic
achievement in his/her studies of the Italian language.
JUNIOR ITALIAN AWARD
Presented by: Mr Jon Dally
Awarded to: Ripley Smith
This award is presented for diligence, commitment and positive contribution to all aspects of
Italian learning. The student receiving this award has displayed a high level of academic
achievement in his/her studies of the Italian language.
AITKEN LEADERSHIP AWARD
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to: Max Uren
Awarded to the Bus Captain who displays exceptional leadership skills and a commitment
to safe bus travel.
AITKEN SCHOOL VALUES AWARD
Presented by: Mrs Liz Johnstone
Awarded to: Kirra Srdoc
This award is presented to a primary student who has shown leadership and behaviour in line
with our school values – Teamwork, Integrity, Respect, Empathy and Support.
JANN PARKER MEMORIAL AWARD FOR ART
Presented by: Ms Diana vanderSon
Awarded to:
Natasha Henderson
The F-6 Art Award is presented to a primary school student who has demonstrated an
exceptional artistic ability through creative ideas and artworks. This student expresses a
genuine interest and dedication in the process of artistic activity.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE ART AWARD
Presented by: Ms Diana vanderSon
Awarded to: Private
This award is presented to a secondary school student who has demonstrated an
exceptional artistic ability through creative ideas and artworks. This student expresses a
genuine interest in and dedication to the process of artistic activity.
BORYSENKO COMMUNITY AWARD
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to: Neave Thompson
The late Johnny Borysenko, a Ukrainian bootmaker by trade, and his wife Karla
Borysenko, arrived from war torn Europe in 1951. Karla and Johnny embraced our local
community and proved that no matter where you come from, kindness, friendship and
love of your country can make the world a happy and better place. This award is
presented to a primary student who participates in the school community, displays pride
in their country and a caring approach to others.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE TECHNOLOGY AWARD
Presented by: Ms West
Awarded to: Lorelai Henderson
Awarded to the student who has worked consistently in the Technology field; these fields
are Food & Technology, Textiles, Metal Work, Woodwork, Automotive and Information
Technology.

DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE ENGLISH AWARD
Presented by: Miss Daisy Green Awarded to:
Max Uren
This award is presented to a student in Years 7-12 who has demonstrated a commitment
and a positive contribution to this subject area. The award also recognised the academic
achievements and the improvements made by this student.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE MATHS AWARD
Presented by: Ms Kristy Riley
Awarded to: Declan Leech
This award is presented to a student in Years 7-10 who has demonstrated a commitment
and a positive contribution to this subject area. The award also recognises the academic
achievements and the improvements made by this student.
THE GAIE READING MEMORIAL LITERACY AWARD
Presented by: Mrs Liz Johnstone
Awarded to: Liam Dixon
This award is presented to a student in Years F-6 who has demonstrated a commitment
and a positive contribution to this subject area. The award also recognised the academic
achievements and the improvements made by this student.
THE GAIE READING MEMORIAL NUMERACY AWARD
Presented by: Ms Linda Grills
Awarded to: Campbell Greig
This award is presented to a student in Years F-6 who has demonstrated a commitment
and a positive contribution to this subject area. The award also recognises the academic
achievements and the improvements made by this student.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE HUMANITIES AWARD
Presented by: Miss Kristy Riley
Awarded to:
Audrey Ringe
This award is presented to a student in Years F-10 who has demonstrated a commitment
and a positive contribution to this subject area. The award also recognises the academic
achievements and the improvements made by this student.

DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE SCIENCE AWARD
Presented by: Mr Simon Brearley
Awarded to:
Lorelai Henderson
This award is presented to a student in Years F-10 who has demonstrated a commitment
and a positive contribution to this subject area. The award also recognises the academic
achievements and the improvements made by this student.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE JUNIOR GOLDEN ELEPHANT AWARD
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to: Luke Bond
The Golden Elephant Award goes to the student who receives the most nominations from
staff for demonstrating positive behaviour around the school which encompass our school
values of Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Empathy and Support.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE SENIOR GOLDEN ELEPHANT AWARD
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to: Max Uren
The Golden Elephant Award goes to the student who receives the most nominations from
staff for demonstrating positive behaviour around the school which encompass our school
values of Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Empathy and Support.
CORANGAMITE SHIRE CITIZENSHIP PRIZE
Presented by: Mr Simon Brearley
Awarded to: Liam Harper
Awarded to a student who:

•
•
•

Contributes to the community
Has an impact on the wider community from the work undertaken.
Has the capacity to inspire community involvement by other young people

VET EXCELLENCE AWARD
Presented by: Mr Simon Brearley
Awarded to: Liam Maslin
Awarded to a student who has obtained outstanding achievements as a VET in Schools
student. This award is sponsored by Westvic Staffing Solutions.
THE ADF LONG TAN LEADERSHIP & TEAMWORK AWARD
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald Awarded to: Liam Maslin and Ethan Craven
To acknowledge the achievements of young people who have demonstrated outstanding
qualities of leadership, independence and teamwork within our school or the wider
community.
DERRINALLUM COLLEGE ‘CALTEX’ ALL ROUNDER AWARD
Presented by: Mrs Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to:
Ned Uren
A medallion awarded by Caltex, awarded to a student who has extended him or herself to
the utmost, excelling in academic, sporting, cultural and other activities, and for
contribution to College life.
YEAR 7/8 SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORED by ELGAS
Presented by: Ms Kristy Riley
Awarded to: Lorelai Henderson
This Scholarship is to go towards payment of books or uniform. It is awarded to a Year 7/8
student for sound academic progress and conscientious and consistent effort through the
year.
WILLIAM DOUGLAS SCHOLARSHIP
Presented by: Mr Andrew Stephen
Awarded to:
Audrey Ringe
Donated by Mrs Elizabeth O’Callaghan in honour of her late father William Douglas, who
was an outstanding educationalist for 50 years. This memorial scholarship is awarded
annually to a Year 10 student entering Year 11 who has demonstrated outstanding merit
and potential throughout the year.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT AWARD F- 6
Presented by: Mr Daniel Missen
Awarded to: Nessa Lewis
This award is presented to a student who has contributed to school sport in a variety of
ways, and has had outstanding success in inter and school carnivals. This student also
demonstrates a positive approach to all school sports.
DERRINALLUM P-12 COLLEGE SPORT AWARD – Year 7-12
Presented by: Mr Andrew Stephen
Awarded to: Hunter Thompson
This award is presented to a student who has contributed to school sport in a variety of
ways, and has had outstanding success in inter and school carnivals. This student also
demonstrated a positive approach to all school sports.

FAIRBAIRN MEMORIAL TROPHY
Presented by: Mr Andrew Stephen
Awarded to: Gala Titanga
Awarded to the House who gains the most points in Inter-House competition.
KWONG LEE DOW YOUNG SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to: Ned Uren
We congratulate Ned Uren on being accepted into the Kwong Lee Dow Young
Scholars Program Class of 2021. The Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars program is
an academic enrichment program for high-achieving students.

LEURA MASONIC LODGE No.50 IN CONJUNCTION WITH LISMORE & DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB
COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIP YEARS (F-6)
Presented by: Ms Alicia Summerfield-Owers
Awarded to: Luke Bond
Awarded to a student who consistently displays a conscientious attitude to their work and
works to their full potential to achieve excellence and who demonstrates a pride in and
respect for the College and community.
LEURA MASONIC LODGE No.50 IN CONJUNCTION WITH LISMORE & DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB
COMMITTEE ‘ENDEAVOUR AWARD’ YEARS (F-6)
Presented by: Ms Alicia Summerfield-Owers Awarded to: Natasha Henderson
Awarded to a student who demonstrates consistent application to study, and who strives to
achieve their best in various aspects of College life.
LEURA MASONIC LODGE No.50 IN CONJUNCTION WITH LISMORE & DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB
COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIP YEARS (7-9)
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to: Private
Awarded to a student who demonstrates consistent application to study, and who strives to
achieve their best in various aspects of College life.
LEURA MASONIC LODGE No.50 IN CONJUNCTION WITH LISMORE & DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB
COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIP YEARS (10-12)
Presented by: Ms Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Awarded to:
Private
Awarded to a student who displays a keen interest in studies. The student consistently
works hard to achieve their greatest potential and show caring, sensitive approach to others in the school.
LEURA MASONIC LODGE No.50 IN CONJUNCTION WITH LISMORE & DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB
COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIP - VCAL
Presented by: Miss Catherine West
Awarded to: Private
Awarded to a VCAL student who displays a keen interest in all aspects of the VCAL
Program and has taken on a work placement, School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship,
and completes all learning outcomes.
TO BE ADVISED
LEURA MASONIC LODGE No.50 IN CONJUNCTION WITH LISMORE & DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB
COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIP - YEAR 12
Presented by:
Awarded to:
This Scholarship is awarded to the highest achieving Year 12 student in VCE. This is determined by the student’s end of Year 12 academic results. This student has applied him or
herself diligently to their Year 12 studies this year and is planning to undertake further
study to achieve their educational goals.
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Students Of The Week

Campbell for his detailed information
report on surviving in Minecraft.

Wednesday for her fantastic
organisation skills.

Chris for his teamwork and working through ideas
with our gears and pulley systems.

Treating and
controlling headlice

While children are at school many families will have
contact with head lice. The information contained here
will help you treat and control head lice.

Catching head lice
Head lice have been around for many thousands of years.
Anyone can get head lice.
Head lice are small, wingless, blood sucking insects.
Their colour varies from whitish-brown to reddish-brown.
Head lice only survive on humans. If isolated from the
head they die very quickly (usually within 24 hours).
People get head lice from direct hair to hair contact with
another person who has head lice. This can happen when
people play, cuddle or work closely together.
Head lice do not have wings or jumping legs so they
cannot fly or jump from head to head. They can only crawl.

Finding head lice
Many lice do not cause an itch, so you have to look
carefully to find them.
Head lice are found on the hair itself and move to the scalp
to feed. They have six legs which end in a claw and they
rarely fall from the head. Louse eggs (also called nits) are
laid within 1.5 cm of the scalp and are firmly attached to
the hair. They resemble dandruff, but can’t be brushed off.

If lice or eggs are found, the hair should be treated.
If the person has been treated recently and you only find
empty hatched eggs, you may not have to treat, as the
empty eggs could be from a previous episode.

Treating head lice
Treating head lice involves removing lice and eggs from
the hair. There are two ways you can do this:
1. Buying and using a head lice lotion or shampoo, 		
following the instructions on the product
2. Using the conditioner and comb method (described
under ‘finding head lice’) every second day until there
have been no live lice found for ten days.
If you choose to use a head lice product always read and
follow the instructions provided with the product carefully.
The following points may also be helpful:
• Head lice products must be applied to all parts of the
hair and scalp.
• No treatment kills all of the eggs so treatment must involve
two applications, seven days apart. The first treatment kills
all lice; the second treatment kills the lice that may have
hatched from eggs not killed by the first treatment.
• Cover the person’s eyes while the treatment is being
applied. A towel is a good way to do this.
• If you are using a lotion, apply the product to dry hair.

Lice can crawl and hide. The easiest and most effective
way to find them is to follow these steps:

• If you are using a shampoo, wet the hair, but use the
least amount of water possible.

Step 1 Comb any type of hair conditioner on to dry,
brushed (detangled) hair. This stuns the lice
and makes it difficult for them to grip the hair
or crawl around.

• Apply the treatment near the scalp, using an ordinary
comb to cover the hair from root to tip. Repeat this
several times until all the hair is covered.

Step 2 Now comb sections of the hair with a fine
tooth, head lice comb.
Step 3 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto
a paper towel or tissue.
Step 4 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice
and eggs.
Step 5 Repeat the combing for every part of the
head at least four or five times.

There is no need to treat the whole family - unless they
also have head lice.
Concentrate on the head - there is no need to clean
the house or the classroom.
Only the pillowcase requires washing - either wash
it in hot water (at least 60ºC) or dry it using a clothes
dryer on the hot or warm setting.

Testing resistance

Head lice eggs

Head lice products belong in one of the following categories
depending on the active compound they contain:

Head lice eggs are small (the size of a
pinhead) and oval. A live egg will ‘pop’
when squashed between fingernails.

• pyrethrins
• organophosphates (maldison or malathion)
• herbal with or without natural (non-chemical) pyrethrins.

Regulations

Insecticide resistance is common, so you should test
if lice are dead. If they are, treat again in seven days
using the same product. If the lice are not dead, the
treatment has not worked and the lice may be resistant
to the product and all products containing the same
active compound. Wash off the product and treat as
soon as possible using a product containing a different
active compound. If the insecticide has worked, the lice
will be dead within 20 minutes.

According to the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations
2009, children with head lice can be readmitted to school or
children’s service centres after treatment has commenced.
The department recommends a child with head lice can
be treated one evening and return to school or children’s
service centres the next day, even if there are still some
eggs present. There is no need to miss school or child
care because of head lice.

Preventing head lice

Any head lice product could cause a reaction and should be
used with care by women who are pregnant or breastfeeding,
children less than 12 months old and people with allergies,
asthma or open wounds on the scalp. If you are unsure,
please check with your pharmacist or doctor.

Check your child’s head regularly with comb and
conditioner. There is no research to prove that chemical
or herbal therapies can prevent head lice.

Further information

Head lice combs

The following website offers further information:
www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice

Combs with long, rounded stainless steel teeth positioned
very close together have been shown to be the most
effective, however, any head lice comb can be used.

The life cycle of head lice
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The information in this pamphlet is based on the research conducted
and written by Associate Professor Rick Speare and the team of
researchers at, School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine,
James Cook University.
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Calendar of Events - Term 4 - 2020

Swimming Program
ends

11th December

17th December

10th December

18th December

Last day of activity
week.

Student last day for
2020.

16th December

9th December

Step Up Day - All students

15th December

Activity Week begins

Swimming Program
Ballarat starts

8th December

14th December

Week 11

7th December

Week 10

Calendar of Events - Term 1 2021
Primary Students
Testing Day

All students return

29th January

Year 11 & 12 students
return

Primary Students
Testing Day

28th January

Teaching Staff return

27th January

Public Holiday

26th January

School Office opens

25th January

Week 1

5th February

4th February

3rd February

2nd February

1st February

Week 2

12th February

11th February

10th February

9th February

8th February

Week 3

