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Reports 
Staff have been very busy over the last few weeks writing reports for all the students. Although we have been using 
a new reporting program, the reports contain similar information for parents as past reports. The reports highlight the 
achievements of each of the students and also valuable information about future learning. The reports will be posted 
out to parents on Tuesday. Once you have received your reports, if there are any questions or feedback, please 
contact either myself or the appropriate teacher at the College. 
 

Year 6 Graduation Day 
All the Year 6 students, along with Mrs McSween and Mr Dally, headed to the Adventure Park in Geelong today as a 
part of their Graduation Day program. The weather was perfect for water activities, Mr Dally and the students made 
the most of their day and tried just about every ride that they possibly could. When they arrived back at Derrinallum, 
there was a small rest period for the staff before heading off to the Mt Elephant Hotel for tea with all the students and 
their families. Mrs McSween had prepared a magnificent presentation on the life and times of the Year 6 students 
while they have been at our College. Everyone had a great day-lucky it was a Friday so they could all go home and 
rest over the weekend.   
 

Year 9 ADVANCE trip 
All 4 Year 9 students headed to Melbourne this week in the capable hands of Mr Ellington and Mrs Rous. All reports 
are that they are having a wonderful time. Refer to the article in this newsletter for a full run-down of what they have 
got up to on this very worthwhile journey. 
 

College Council 
This week saw the last of our College Council meetings for the year. I would sincerely like to thank and congratulate 
all the Council members for their commitment and dedication they have shown throughout the year, capably led by 
Narelle Uren. There were some great discussions held, some differences in opinion aired and many, many decisions 
made – all in the name of making Derrinallum P-12 College a better place for our students – by far our number one 
priority. Trying to do the best for the school is an ongoing adventure that requires input from a number of sources - 
there is still much to do. With the help of our new Principal, Jackie Dullard, and any new councillors that we get next 
year, I’m sure that we, as a Council and as a whole school community, can continue to provide the education and 
the fantastic learning environment that your children deserve.  
 

Next Week in Our School 
Next week is the last week of the school year and there are several activities that our students will be involved in. 
Firstly, we have our Recognition Evening on Monday night at the Derrinallum Hall at 6.30 pm. On Tuesday we have 
our traditional whole school luncheon, to which we will welcome some very special guests, namely our College 
Council President, Narelle Uren, our new Principal, Jackie Dullard, and the new member for Polwarth, Richard 
Riordan.   
On Wednesday all the students are involved in a number of activities and Thursday is our whole-school Pool day. 
Friday is a day where there will be a number of jobs and cleaning to be done, before finishing at 2.30 pm. 
 

 

 

  

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC - STUDENTS WANTED 

With one more lesson to go for the year, it’s time to start thinking about next year!  I’m not sure how 
many places I will have available but it’s always good to get in early! 
I teach a variety of different instruments.   Students can start with piano, guitar, recorder or violin, or if 
they are in Grade Four or higher, they could chose to learn something like the flute, clarinet, trumpet or 
saxophone!  I also offer lessons of shorter lengths for the younger students, or in some cases, dual    
lessons where two students can learn together. 
If you are interested, please contact me  on (03)55623975 after school hours. 
 
Melanie Pocknall - Instrumental Music Teacher 

 

 

 

Derrinallum P-12 College 

Recognition Evening 

Derrinallum Hall 

6.30pm 

Monday 14th December 2015 
Parents/Guardians 
The Derrinallum P-12 College Recognition Evening is a night of celebration and reward for 
students, their hard work and dedication to their studies.  Please support the students and the 
College by attending the evening. 
The 2015 Derrinallum P-12 College Recognition Evening will be held on December 14th at the 
Derrinallum Hall commencing at 6.30pm.   All students are expected to attend in full summer 
uniform and be at the hall no later than 6.15pm. 
Students will be seated in their year levels.  Staff members will be present, however, please be 
advised that students are under the care of their parents/guardians for the evening.  If parents/
guardians allow their children to be outside before or after the conclusion of the Recognition 
Evening, please be aware that you are responsible for your children’s safety and behaviour.    
Your children must be supervised by a parent /guardian when outside at any time.  Thank you. 
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Mr Smith’s Maths Question 

Students of the Week 

 

Congratulations to Jeremy Jackman for giving me the first correct answer to last week’s problem. 
Last week’s question was: What number am I?  If I double it, then add 6, then divide by 6, I get an 
answer of 5. 
ANS:  12 
This week’s question is: What number am I? If I halve it, then add 7, then divide it by 4, I get an 

answer of 3. 

The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Camp 
The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh camp has been exciting, full of adventure, interesting, amazing, 
emotional and tiring and an incredible team building experience for the students and the 
teachers.  
Activities so far have been: 
We arrived in Melbourne by V-line, bought myki cards, checked into the YHA Hostel and went 
exploring. We decided to do two laps on the Melbourne Star as it was so awesome. After 
exploring the Docklands, we rode the Melbourne Bike from the Docklands to Southbank (past 
the Crown complex and the restaurants) to Fed square.  We arrived at Lygon St for dinner and 
then ate the best gelato in the world!!!! 
Tuesday we explored around Flinders St, then it was out to a special education setting in Glen 
Waverley. It is the biggest of its kind in the state with over 200 students who cannot walk or talk 
un-aided. We checked out the facility, there were three playgrounds with funding of 1.5 million. 
After this we worked the wheel chair swing over lunch. It was a worthwhile and rewarding 
experience.  
Then we rushed back to St Vincent de Pauls in North Melbourne where we made soup, loaded 
the vans with donated food and any blankets we could find.  Then after a very strict briefing, we 
hit the streets in a highly organised route only stopping at designated areas and feeding people 
we were allowed to. Our leader, Erin, looked over us to make sure all the volunteers were safe 
and having a chat with many of the clients finding out how they are and what support services 
they need to be hooked up with. This was a very, very emotional time, which resulted in 
students feeling very appreciative of their own lives.  
Wednesday we went to Luna Park to study what makes playgrounds fun. We had some amazing 
rides and the crew decided to stay together and ride together all day. Perfect team bonding. 
Then we rode bikes from Luna Park to Westgate Bridge along the bike path that followed the 
shore. Tiring but a wonderful ride along the beach front.  
For the next part of our adventure journey, we went to RUSH to be locked in a room where we 
had to solve challenges to escape and win the game. WE SURVIVED!!! Again excellent teamwork 
got us through.  
The students were in charge of navigation and unfortunately lost their way. However, this 
resulted in a walk along the river into the city, followed by dinner in the Queen Victoria Night 
Market. Everyone was given money to interact with the street food stall holders and find 
something to their taste. The girls only seemed to be able to find sweets, while the boys 
managed to find all the BBQ places. What was going on there? 
Yesterday we were making and touring street art with some local artists. This will support Mrs 
Rous' wall Art at school. We also headed out on the bikes again, visiting a shop that supports 
the homeless, went to China Town for dinner and then onto the Myer Windows. Today we will 
explore some other parts of Melbourne, maybe more shopping and looking at Deb dresses for 
Casey and Stella, and weights and model shops for the Peter and Paul, before catching the        
V-line home. We have walked, biked, trained and used the trams on this trip. Combined with the 
activities, it has been the perfect adventurous journey for our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award.  Well done to Peter, Paul, Stella and Casey. We hope all they have experienced and 
learnt will be memorable to them in the future.  
This camp gets better and better; this story started as me making a list and over breakfast with 
everyone's input, it has turned into this.  Trevor Ellington. 

The Derrinallum P-12 College Primary Swimming Program has gone swimmingly! 
We have been fortunate enough with the weather this year and have been able 
to complete all 9 pool days. The kids have enjoyed the relief from the heat 
each afternoon while learning new swimming skills. I would like to say a huge 
thankyou to all the staff that have offered up their time to help run the 
program this year. A very special mention and thankyou to Jayde Neil for 
volunteering her time to come and help instruct every day. Let’s hope the 
weather is kind to us again next year! 
Thanks 
Mr D 

Derrinallum P-12 Swimming Program 2015 

Marshall Hill for his achievement with reading. 
Emily Thurrowgood great sizzling starts in her writing. 

Grade 4/5/6 for their great persistence during swimming. 

Funding For School Uniform In 2016 
 
 

Please see the attached Fact Sheet regarding free uniform packs 
available to Year 7 students in 2016. Every Year 7 (2016) student 
who is a recipient of the Camps Sports & Excursion Fund 
automatically qualifies for a pack. Please contact Janette at 
Derrinallum College for more information.  


