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Whole School Attendance For Term 4, Week 5: 93%

Principal’s
Report
Principal’s
Report
How good are three day weeks? Great for relaxing but I’ve also now got a very long to do list to get to! I hope
families enjoyed the four day weekend and got the opportunity to sneak away for some family fun! Although a
short week we still had plenty of things going on around here!
Attitudes to School Survey:
I’m very happy to start with a really big positive for the school. Even though we have had such a rough year for
schooling with two rounds of Remote and Flexible Learning, the Attitudes to School Survey has seen some
drastic improvement. Whilst there is still room to improve, it is very positive to see that students are feeling more
confident in the way the school operates and are happy going to school here. In our Annual Implementation Plan
we had a 12 month goal to improve three areas in the school. These were: Student Resilience, School
Connectedness and Managing Bullying. Whilst we were targeting the Year 5/6 group in our plan, we have seen
improvement across the school. Of the three areas of focus we saw:
· Student Resilience improve from 57% to 78%
· School Connectedness improve from 59% to 75%
· Managing Bullying improve from 56% to 86%
Reminder Parent Opinion Survey:
A friendly reminder that the Parent Opinion Survey is still open and we would love to hear from more families.
Currently the participation rate is low, which makes it difficult to get an accurate reflection of how families feel the
college is going. I have emailed logon details to the families that use email communications and sent letters to
others. If you need your logon details again please contact me and I can send them to you. We would really
appreciate your feedback as it helps us to better our practice.
Fee Schedules:
Janette Devlin asks that I remind families to return your completed fee schedules by Wednesday 11 November.
This enables teachers to order resources that are needed for the coming year.
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End of year Dates:
Hopefully Year 10 and 11 families have seen the Compass post regarding the last dates for the students in
these year levels. Year 11 students will finish on the 27th of November after completing a full week of transition
classes. During this week they will start their Year 12 course work. Year 10 students will finish on the Friday 4th
December after they have completed their exams and course work.
School Captain Nominations:
Hopefully sometime next week, we will begin the nomination process for School Captains in 2021. The reason
that we are bringing this forward is to strengthen the hand over between the incoming and outgoing captains. It
will also allow us to announce our School Captains at the end of the year celebrations. The Captains will be in
place and able to start their work with the student body from day one of new school year, making them more
effective and giving their role greater importance. Students in Year 11 and 5 will have information come to them
soon.
Stranger Danger:
I’d just like to take this time to remind families about stranger danger. With the easing of restrictions and more
people travelling around, it is important that we keep this in the back of our mind. As our kids haven’t been as
active in the community this year, they may have forgotten about the importance of being aware of strangers.
This can be both in person and online. Please, I encourage families to talk to their children about how to keep
themselves safe.
Tutoring in 2021:
Families may be aware that the Education Department have announced huge funding for schools in 2021, for
the use of tutors to catch up students who may have fallen behind this year due to remote and flexible learning.
Derrinallum College has received funding and will be moving to employ tutors to help with the catch up in 2021.
I will hopefully learn more about the program in next week’s Principal Area Forum.
World Teacher Day:
Last Friday was World Teacher Day. This year has been rough for all, but especially for teachers who have
been working long hours and almost in a constant state of stress about Remote and Flexible Learning. I thank
all the families who made the effort to send in cards, letters, and emails to show your appreciation. Whilst the
day was not about the teachers getting gifts, it was about showing them how much their work means to parents
and students alike. All the staff would like to thank the families who did send in gifts. That was amazing and
really made everyone feel very special.
Year 12’s:
As you would know, the Year 12’s finished up last week with their final assembly which we were able to stream
into classrooms and their Mystery Day bus trip around the Great Ocean Road. The Year 12 students were
beautifully behaved and I am so very proud of the way they have worked right up until their last day, making
excellent use of class time and resources. The exams for those students taking them, will start next Tuesday
with English. VCAL Year 12’s are still working at school to complete their outcomes and non-scored VCE
students are starting work. Our Year 12 Graduation is likely to happen on Friday 27 November but we are
waiting for confirmation of a few details. Best of luck to all the Year 12’s, we hope you smash it out of the park
not matter what you do next!
Green Day for the Gillin Boys Foundation:
Last Friday the 5/6 class, as part of their work with the Young Leaders Congress hosted a Green Day to raise
funds for the Gillin Boys Foundation. The Foundation, which was started by Christopher and Arron Gillin from
Warrnambool, both suffered from Muscular Dystrophy. Their aim was to raise as much money and awareness
as possible in the hope of finding a cure for future generations. We are very proud that the students at our little
school raised almost $200 to donate to the foundation. Well done to everyone that got involved.
Year 6 Celebrations:
Miss Summerfield is busy planning activities for the Year 6 Celebration Day. At this stage there may be no
evening event with families as we would traditionally have, but we are hoping that that may change.
Canberra Camp for 2021:
As you know we made the decision to cancel all extra-curricular camps this year which mean we postponed the
5/6 Canberra Camp. Miss Summerfield will send home information for families soon.
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Somers Camp:
It is likely that Somers Camp will happen very early in 2021. In fact it may be pencilled in for the first week of
February. I will be sending out information to families as soon as I have it available.
Staff Development Day:
Hopefully families got the opportunity to enjoy an extra-long weekend for the
Melbourne Cup. Whilst the students got to sleep in on Monday, the staff were
here busy working towards moving forward into 2021. Next year the school will
be participating in it’s scheduled review, so we are looking at our curriculum
framework. This work has been led by Mr Brearley who handles Curriculum in
his portfolio but also by Ms Riley as the Achievement Team Leader. The work
is long but will better the outcomes for the students, as staff will have clearly
mapped their curriculum content which not only gives better understanding of
subjects and courses, but allows for greater cross curriculum opportunities.
Also on Monday, staff worked with Glen Kane who has been an experienced
Principal and classroom teacher and is now working with schools to strengthen
their processes and outcomes by looking reflectively at their work through a
fully informed inquiry process.

Respectful Relationships Training:
Another goal for the college in our Annual Implementation Plan, was to have 90% of all staff receive some form
of Respectful Relationship training. Whilst for most of the staff, that included attending online modules. Many
received in house training from the Well-Being Team. This is fantastic and great to see the Well-Being Team
taking such an active role to get staff trained. We have easily meet our goal with just over 90% of staff having
completed training and still 2 months to go before the end of the year.
AIP:
This week I have been busy attempting to report against our AIP for the end of the year. This has been a little
difficult because many of the results we need to measure the success of our goals are not yet available, but we
have been able to draw upon preliminary results which give us an insight. Our two goals this year revolved
around improving our reading results and as mentioned, the Attitudes to School Survey results. Although many
of our planned actions were cancelled or had to be altered this year, we have still managed to see a large
degree of success. As soon as I finish reporting against this year’s plans, I will be required to start work on
2021’s plan. Our plan for the first six months will fit nicely into the work we are already doing as there will be
three goals, but each goal will fit nicely with each of our learning teams. The Achievement team will be focusing
on academic supports and extensions for students after the remote learning. The Well-being team will focus on
student well-being and school connectedness and the Engagement team will focus on the transitions into
schooling and attendance.
End of year activity week:
We have started planning for the activity week. We will let families know details as soon as we have them
locked in. Please be aware that whilst there will be some costs for families, we will keep them as small as
possible. Activity week will run from Monday 14th to Thursday 17th December. During this week there will be
no scheduled classes.
Have a great weekend everyone. I’m hoping we get more of that sunshine we got to see last week! Keep safe.
Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal

Year 12 Graduation Ceremony

Cupcakes by Ezrah & Audrey

Year 9/10 Science—Sheep Brain Dissection

Year 9/10 Science——Sheep Brain Dissection

Thank you to all our
students & staff.
Great effort for our
little school

Amount Raised
$196.00

Mouse Trap Experiments
Year 7/8 Science : Mousetrap racers
Our Year 7/8 students are currently learning about the different forms that energy can take and how energy changes
from one form to another. As part of this unit, our students are building mousetrap racers to see how design, weight
and friction considerations affect the performance of mouse trap racers. The two criteria for victory in this collaborative
class activity are; the fastest speed achieved and the longest distance travelled. A big thank you to some of our senior
students, Jody, Andrea and Thommo for their assistance with this exciting project.

Year 9/10 Advocacy
A Dedication to Mr Smith
Over the last two weeks our Year 9/10
Advocacy students have been creating a
dedication to Mr Smith. The poster created
contains many memorable moments of
Smithy over the time he spent at
Derrinallum College, and each student
wrote a personal reflective note regarding
the great influence he had on their lives.
Thanks Ken for everything.
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Student Of The Week

Kirra for her fantastic
leadership skills in the
yard.

Patrick for his excellent
progression in reading.

Calendar of Events - Term 4 - 2020

Driver’s Camp ends

VCE 3/4 Biology
Exam

VCE Further Maths
Exam 1

20th November

13h November

VCE Health &
Human
Development Exam

4th December
Last Day for Year 10
students

27th November
Last Day for Year
11 students

26th November

3rd December

11th December

10th December

19th November

12th November
Year 7
Immunizations

VCE Physical
Education Exam

Driver’s Camp
begins - Year 9/10

Kinder Transition
9am to 10.30am

2nd December

9th December

25th November

18th November

8th December

11th November

1st December

7th December

Week 10

Move Up Day

17th November

30th November

Week 9

VCE English Exam

10th November

24th November

VCE Further Maths
Exam 2

Naidoc Week

VCE Business
Management

23rd November

16th November

9th November

VCE Exams begin
this week

Week 8

Week 7

Week 6

18th December

Last day of activity
week.

Student last day for
2020.

17th December

16th December

15th December

begins

Activity Week

14th December

Week 11

