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Whole School Attendance. Term 3 Week 9: 94%
Principal’s Report
I’m not quite sure how to describe the news that Daniel Andrews shared with us this week. I guess having some kids
back on site is better than no kids. We are all looking forward to having every student return and hope that this is
sooner rather than later. As we keep saying thank you for doing the best you can to support the students in remote
learning. We know it’s not easy trying to motivate kids to do their work, especially when there is TV to watch,
PlayStations to play and a bed to sleep in, in. We appreciate that these conditions are trying for parents and students.
We’re almost out of it. Just a little longer.
Arrangements for Week 10:
We are excited that some students can come back to the classroom. Students from Prep to Year 2, Year 11 students
who are studying a VCE Unit 3/4 subject and all year 12 students can return to the classroom. Please be aware that
no remote learning program will be offered for these students (except for Year 11s). It is an expectation that all these
students return to school. We are hopeful that the rest of the school will join these students soon, but it’s anticipated
that we will stay in this model until the end of school. Please be prepared that remote learning could happen again,
even though we desperately hope that it doesn’t. Unless parents provide us with feedback that suggests we need
change we will stick to our existing remote learning plan which has been shared with families. If you need clarification
at any time, please call the office.
Those students from Year 3 to 11 must apply to be on site. These applications are due by 4pm today.
Continued……………………..
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Unwell students:
As students return to the classroom, I will take the opportunity to remind you that unwell students need to stay
home, and it is recommended that they get tested if they are showing COVID symptoms, even if you know they
haven’t come into contact with anyone that could have it.
School uniform and hats:
A reminder that students need to be coming in school uniform, even when they are on site for supervision. A few
have decided that they don’t need to wear it. They will be provided items from the second-hand supply should they
continue to do this. As we are a SunSmart school, next term students will be required to wear a sun hat in the yard.
If you need a school sun hat, please contact Mrs Torney who will place an order for you.
Book Week costumes:
I realise that when we went into remote learning, I asked student to send in a photo of themselves in their Book
Week costume so we could do a virtual costume parade. Unfortunately, we didn’t get too many photos sent in so I
couldn’t really make a video. What I will do though is post these photos along with photos we have received during
remote learning in a video toward the end of next week.

Parent Opinion Survey:
Thank you to those families who completed the Parent, Guardian and Carer Opinion Survey. Families were
randomly selected and asked to provide feedback on the school and your family's experience. This feedback helps
us to build our targets and reflect on the job that we are doing. We really appreciate those that took the time to do it.
All those who had completed the survey by September 3 went into a raffle. Congratulations to Kerri Tabart who won
the $100 prepaid Mastercard.
Contact with teachers during remote learning:
As we head into what we hope is our last week of remote learning, I’m just going to remind students and families that
teachers will try to be as responsive as they can be, but they can’t always be immediately available. As you
understand staff are being torn between dozens of emails coming in, trying to lead WebEx conferencing or Google
Meets and review student work, not to mention supervising those students who are on site. Please be patient with
staff as they manage a relentless workload. They will try to get back to you quickly.
Staffing:
As mentioned previously we have started our staffing processes for a number of jobs. We are currently going
through the process to find a replacement for Mr Mansbridge whilst he is on leave. We are advertising for a mental
health practitioner, which we hope will start next term and will be placing up an advertisement soon for a general
primary teacher.
Next strategic plan:
This week I shot off our proposed goals and targets to the Department to review for our next strategic plan. I am
waiting to hear back and receive the report on our recent review and, hopefully can share more with our school
community about our next strategic direction.
RUOK? Day:
We hope that families took a moment to reflect on the RUOK? Day messages and took a little breather for
themselves. Thank to you those students who sent in messages and photos to go in our video along side staff
promoting the RUOK message. Please hop onto our Instagram page to have a look if you haven’t already.
Transitions:
We are hoping to run Year 7 transitions remotely this week. We will keep students involved and up to date.
Unfortunately we have to put a pin in all of our kinder transitions at the moment but hope to get these off the ground
next term.
Swimming program:
We have been very fortunate to be able to rebook our swimming program in Ballarat again this year. We understand
that this was a big feat for some students, but it gives us access to the best quality program we can get our hands
on. Information will come out soon for this. We’ll keep our fingers crossed that we can go ahead with it.
I hope everyone has a nice weekend. I believe we have some more rain coming. Make sure you can squeeze in
some outside time before the showers hit and enjoy the freedom of no restrictions while they last. I’ll be watching the
football very closely tonight and crossing my fingers that Melbourne can get through to the grand final. My husband
and 3 children all barrack for Geelong so I’m hopeful that we can win. It’s possible you’ll hear me cheering like a
mad woman if you happen to go past during the game.
Stay safe
Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal

This Week’s Creations!
With thanks to Sarah for some of the photos!

Science Experiments and Kites

REMOTE LEARNING

The Parachute Saga

REMOTE LEARNING
Archer has been not so motivated, fortunately he has been keen to take the glory of dads hard work.

Cooking

REMOTE LEARNING

Reading In The Bath

REMOTE LEARNING

Camperdown Basketball

Camperdown Basketball registrations are now open!
So far numbers are low and we need you all to remind parents to jump on a register today! They will
close next Friday 17th - so get in now and register before you miss out. All info is on our facebook page.
The registration link is https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/register/9bf2fd

Hello Neighbour!
With the continued unpredictability of our current situation
regarding restrictions, OCR FM community radio station would
like to invite you to help brighten up people’s day as they get out
and about for their daily walk/ride/scoot within the present
limitations.
We’re encouraging community members to pop a picture of a
Where’s Wally character or two in your window for people to
spot on their walk – similar to the ‘Bear Hunt’ last year. We’ve
attached one here you may like to use, or you could source your
own. Perhaps you may like to include an item that Wally or his friends have misplaced, such as a walking stick,
glasses, binoculars or similar.
We hope you’re keeping well during lockdown. Even though we’re keeping distant, it’s hoped that this initiative
might help bring us all together a bit more as a community.
Here’s hoping that restrictions ease further so that friends and family can get together again for gatherings and
celebrations (because we’re really hoping we can celebrate 30 years of community radio in OCRtober).
Thanks

VCAL - FUNDRAISING FOR THE HOMELESS
Dear Friends and Families,
The VCAL Students are doing a sleep out to raise awareness and fundraising for the
homeless people. We are looking for donations to help.
Our School is fundraising for the Backpack Beds for the Homeless. They are a national
charity that provides Backpack Beds to street sleeping homeless people. The Backpack Bed
is a portable emergency bed that is waterproof and fire retardant. It keeps people warm
safe and dry.
We are doing this because we believe homelessness is a big issue in our community and
should be dealt with more.
Please help us raise funds
To donate please go to the link below or at the Derrinallum P-12 College school office.

https://fundraise.backpackbed.org/fundraisers/andrewstephen
The VCAL Class
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Calendar Of Events - Term 3

Last day of term 3

17th September

16th September

School Council

15th September

14th September

13th September

Week 10

Calendar of Events - Term 4

Week 1

8th October

7th October

6th October

5th October

First day of Term 4

4th October

We

15th October

14th October

13th October

12th October

11th October

Week 2

22nd October

21st October

20th October

19th October

School Photos

18th October

Week 3

29th October

28th October

27th October

26th October

25th October

Week 4

5th November

4th November

3rd November

2nd November

1st November

Week 5

12th November

11th November

10th November

9th November

8th November

Week 6

