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Integrity, Teamwork, Support, Empathy, Respect

Whole School Attendance For Term 4, Week 2: 93.16%

Principal’s Report
And five days back in the classroom is done and dusted just like that. We ‘ve been waiting so long to be back at school and
we’ve knocked over the first week so well that it’s just like we were never away. Please remember that if you would like to
get into contact with staff about the college to discuss how your child is returning or travelling at school you can do this any
time by calling through the general office.

Ken Smith:
The college was saddened to hear of the death of Mr Smith late last week. The news certainly took
the wind right out of our sails. To say that Mr Smith was a much loved member of the college doesn’t
even come close to explaining how we felt about. A true gentleman, he will be known as an
inspiration, a mentor and a champion. Mr Smith’s career spanned over 35 years and I’m positive in
that time he would have impacted the lives of countless students and co-workers. He will be so sorely
missed. The students are working on tributes for Mr Smith and we are collecting flowers and cards in
the front foyer if anyone would like to send them. At this
stage is it unlikely that members from the college will be able
to attend his funeral due to the COVID restrictions.
Return to classrooms:
It was wonderful to see the re-engagement from students and staff this week. The
energy around the school has been fantastic, all things considering. We have
noticed that many of the students are tired and hungry. If they are coming home
and you’re noticing this too, don’t stress too much it’s just the adjustment back to
school life. You may like to pack an extra piece of fruit for them though.

Book week:
We have some fabulous displays around the school for Book Week and are
hoping to see plenty of dress up costumes! I hear a rumour that Elsa will be
making an appearance. I will be so disappointed if she doesn’t come! Don’t forget
that we don’t expect families to buy costumes or create masterpieces that cause
stress. Any dress up will do. If you have a costume laying around the house please feel free to use that. If it happens to be
a character from a book that’s great but if not we are more concerned with the students having fun and participating. Please
remember that due to the restrictions we will be unable to have a parade but I will be sure to get plenty of photos up on our
Instagram page. There will also be plenty of photos added to our newly revamped website. We encourage you to have a
look there as well!
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Desmond Robbie:
In week 3 we will welcome Mr Desmond Robbie who will be teaching senior school maths for the remainder of the term.
Mr Robbie is incredibly experienced and has worked across the country as well in various universities in America. We look
forward to welcoming him.
Mental Health Week:

This week is mental health week and we have taken a different
approach to sell a special message to the students this year. We
have taken a far less in your face approach. This week I started a
display and have asked staff to contribute to the display so that it
gradually gets bigger across the week. We didn’t draw student’s
attention to the display to see if they would notice. Most of them
didn’t. Don’t worry that they missed the point. I spent most of Friday
in classes’ talking to the students about the significance of this. We
talked about how even though something was going on we didn’t
take any notice of it and how it gradually got bigger and bigger and
still we were able to miss that something was there. Mental health is
much the same. We talked about how it is important for us to value
our mental health as much as we value our physical health. We
talked about how we often don’t know what our mental health is and
we can struggle to identify when we might be feeling off and what
we should do to change that. What we have at our school is a
uniquely beautiful community where students accept each other and welcome new members. Staff take time out of their
day to follow up with students and students will let someone know if they think someone else is in need of help. I shared
with the students that we all have strengths, some have more than others. It’s fine to not be as good as others. Sometimes
we need to remind ourselves of our strengths so that we increase our self-worth and improve our outlook on life. Together
the classes create strength chains and we will link each classes chain together so that we can see just how strong we are
when we all band together for mental health!
Attendance drive:
The engagement team are running another attendance drive. With the disrupted year we have we want students and
families to know and value how important it is that they come to school as much as possible. The drive will run over the
term. The drive will encourage student to have gold stickers on their attendance charts. The students with the most gold
stickers in each home room will go in the draw to win new uniform items (school jumper, PE shirt etc.) in 2021. The draw
will be done in the last week of term.

Parent Opinion Survey:
Hopefully parents will have received their log on details for the Parent Opinions Survey by the end of today. We had
planned to email these to all families but were unable to email all, so some families with receive a hard copy letter with the
log on details. Due to COVID there will be no hard copy surveys this year they will all be conducted online. Students and
staff are just finishing up their surveys as the cut off time for these are drawing to a close. These surveys will be really
useful this year to make sure that families feel we were listening to their feedback in the planning for remote learning and
that they felt as though the needs of the students were being meet.
Transitions:
Mrs Johnstone is doing a wonderful job preparing for the kinder to prep transition that will be upcoming. She has been on
contact with families and we are ready to welcome them with open arms. We will have 8 new preps with us which will
make the room very busy and exciting. When the kinder transition happens all the students in primary school will move up
as a mini transition session. This will happen 3 times before our school step up day in December. This will give our year
6’s 3 small transition sessions before the state-wide day. The year 11’s will also be having a week long transition in which
they will start the year 12 curriculum. So that they have a running start into 2021. This will happen in the last week in
November.

New Students:
We are excited to announce that we are expecting two new students on Monday. Clair and Kathryn with be joining us from
Camperdown and we hope that they settle in wonderfully in the last term. I’m sure that the students will look after them as
they get to know the college. We will be picking up 2 new families.
Staffing:
As mentioned previously Desmond Robbie will be joining us as a senior Maths teacher and we were able to finalise this
position earlier this week. We are very happy to announce that Ms Riley will be staying with us next year. She had been
offered a position elsewhere but had decided she would like to continue her work here for a while longer. We are stoked to
keep her on staff and have her continue her leadership role at the school. We have not yet finalised our staffing and will be
making some decisions on positions hopefully very soon.
Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal

Welcome back 2 School

Well Being Activity

Well Being Activity
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Book Fair 2020 - Arctic Adventure

Dear Parents and Families:
Reading for pleasure unlocks the power of information and imagination, and helps children discover who they
are. Here’s what you can do to help children develop stronger reading skills and a love for reading:
Set the example. Let children see you read.
Have a collection of books in your home. Update this collection routinely to keep up with changing tastes
and reading skills.
Support our school’s Book Fair. Allow your children to choose their own books to read.
The theme of our Scholastic Book Fair is ‘Arctic Adventure’, where we hope you will find snow much to read!
The school Library has been transformed into a winter wonderland that we hope students will enjoy. Thank
you to Fiona for all her hard work on this transformation.
It’s a fun reading event that brings the books kids want to read right into our school. It’s a wonderful selection
of engaging and affordable books for every reading level.
Book Fair dates: 19th to 26th October 2020
Shopping hours: Due to COVID-19 Restrictions, we regret to advise that parents and guardians will be
unable to attend the Book Fair this year, however, students will be able to peruse books
and make purchases during school hours. Parents and guardians can check out the book
fair online purchase books and make your payment at www.scholastic.com.au/payment .
Don’t forget to send the Wish List Payment form to school with your child/children, listing
the titles you have purchased and your child/children will bring them home.
Special activities: On Thursday October 22nd, we will be having a dress up day. Students and staff are
encouraged to come to school dressed as a character from a book or arctic creature.
Remember, all purchases benefit our school.
Gaye Robinson-Marks
Library Technician

19th to 26th October
Derrinallum P-12 College
Library

Cricket Blasters
Derrinallum Cricket Club will be holding Cricket Blasters this
Term, both Junior Blasters and Master Blasters.
Starting date: Friday 30th October 2020
Running for 6 weeks.
The club will be adhering to the governments’ Covid Safe Rules.

Cost (set by Cricket Australia) is:
Junior Blasters - $80 (includes a personalised t-shirt, bat, ball
and bucket hat for 1st time players OR a backpack for returned
players)
Master Blasters - $35 (includes a cap)
Please note that you can pick either option, whatever cost suits your
family best is what the club recommends.
Go to www.playcricket.com.au to register your child.
Contact Charlene on 0411828078 for more information.

Student Of The Week

William for his excellent
reading progress.

Sophie for getting her Pen
License .

Calendar of Events - Term 4 - 2020

27th October

28th October

29th October
Last Day For Year
12 Students.

30th October

21st October

22nd October
Book Fair Dress Up
Day - Come as your
favourite book
character or artic
creature or your
Favourite costume

23rd October
Grand Final Public
Holiday

Book Fair ends

Book Fair begins

20th October

26th October

Week 4

19th October

Week 3
Naidoc Week

Student Free Day

6th November

5th November

4th November

VCE Further Maths
Exam 1

VCE 3/4 Biology
Exam

13h November

12th November
Year 7
Immunizations

11th November

VCE English Exam

Public Holiday
Melbourne Cup

10th November

3rd November

VCE Exams begin
this week

9th November

Week 6

2nd November

Week 5

20th November

VCE Health &
Human
Development Exam

19th November

18th November

17th November

VCE Business
Management

VCE Further Maths
Exam 2

16th November

Week 7

Last Day for Year
11 students

27th November

26th November

VCE Physical
Education Exam

25th November

24th November

23rd November

Week 8

