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Integrity, Teamwork, Support, Empathy, Respect

Principal’s Report

Avid readers would have noticed that last week Mr Brearley stepped in to write the Principals address in the newsletter.
We have decided that we will take it in turns to write each week. This helps the two of us to share the work load but also
allows you to get to know Mr Brearley which is difficult at the moment given that we face so many restrictions.
Transition to remote learning:
Well that’s done us! Our first week back in remote learning. The staff and I have been seeking feedback from students
and families where possible to see how our people are travelling and it seems to be going well. We are thinking positively
and ready to move into Week 2. Remember that whilst this week we just eased our students back into remote learning,
next week we will begin our full Remote and Flexible Learning Program.
You may have read previously that we had released staff from classes to spend time planning for a possible return to
remote learning. The teachers who volunteered to work on the committee considered all forms of feedback and
constructed a plan for us to move forward. Given that we were given one day to get ourselves sorted for the move to
remote learning this plan helped us immensely. Don’t get me wrong, teachers were still incredibly stressed but we knew
where to start.
Attendance:
Every day there are attendance procedures that must be followed for all students. Attendance marking was an area we
needed to improve on from last time. From the feedback we changed to a system that is tailored for the age of the
student. If your child is in Foundation to Year 4, you will receive a text asking if your child is learning. Simply reply ‘YES’
and the student’s name. If your child is in Year 5 to Year 12, they are required to log themselves into Google Classroom
and check in. If, for any reason, they cannot check in, please contact the general office by phone or text message.
Expectations:
I’ve said it before and will continue to say this over and over again. We don’t expect families to be teachers. We don’t
expect perfection. We do expect the students to try their best and make an effort to complete their work every day. The
teachers are glued to their computers and are giving feedback very quickly where they can so reach out and ask for help,
they are there to help.
On –site applications:
A new on-site application form is required this term. If you need the form please download it from Compass. These forms
are required to be submitted by Thursday the week prior to the days you request. This is because we need to arrange
supervision and roster staff to be in attendance on site. Families will hear back from us the next day.
Contact:
A reminder that during remote learning we are still here for you. We have changed our approach so families will not
receive a weekly check in from Education Support staff but rather, students will have more regular contact with their
teachers. If you wish to find out how your child is travelling, please contact the College and we’ll arrange for a teacher to
get back to you as soon as we can. Just keep in mind that, as staff will work from home, it may take time for a staff
member to get back to you. Please don’t hesitate to get in contact if you are experiencing technical difficulties. I do ask
that, if you are having technical difficulties, you are patient with staff as they liaise with technicians who are also working
remotely and in high demand at the moment. I again will try to make contact with every family at some stage over the next
6 weeks.
Continued……………..
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Principal’s day;
Friday 7th August is World Principal’s Day. I’m not about to start praising myself but I will take this moment to thank and
praise Mr Brearley who has been amazing for our college this year. He is full of knowledge, enthusiasm and positivity. Mr
Brearley has had a challenging first year as an Assistant Principal, yet he never complains. He has proved to be invaluable
helping us to strengthen our curriculum, timetabling and reporting. Although his terrible dad jokes are to be questioned! He
keeps us (especially me) humble. So a big thank you from all of us, Mr Brearley.
Things on hold and cancelled:
Due to the restrictions and the condition of the world at the moment, we have been forced to put a number of things on
hold and cancel other things. We had planned more transitions for Year 7 and were trying to get started on the kinder
transitions. All of these are put on hold for the time being. We hope to squeeze some activities in next term. We have
cancelled our student free day on Monday 17th August, as this day was planned for staff training. All excursions, including
interschool sport, have been cancelled and sadly we have had to cancel camps. All actions are taken with the health and
safety of our students and staff as a priority. We’re sorry but we just can’t jeopardise this. We will do our best to hold
something that will give students other experiences in place.
Recharge day 24 August:
As I mentioned we were meant to have a student free day on Monday 17 August. As this was set aside for a training day
for staff that we can no longer do, we have opted to cancel the day and it will be a normal remote learning day. Instead, we
will schedule a re-charge day on Monday 24 August. This day is designed to give students and their families a rest from
the pressures of remote learning and, instead, spend a day working together to work on their mental health and their wellbeing. It is not ‘a day off’ as there will be optional work that we ask families to complete together.
I’ll close today by saying thank you to everyone in our school community. These are certainly tough and challenging times
and yet, most people have been positive and worked with us as we transitioned into remote learning again. This is not how
we would like to be teaching your kids but we’ll do it and we’ll do it the best that we can.
Keep safe! Look after yourself and your loved one. Don’t forget if you need help with anything, please reach out! You
never know what we could help with!
Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal

Happy Principal & Acting Vice Principal Day

F-2 Pizza Rolls

F-2 Pizza rolls

F-2 Textiles

Year 7/8 Blood stain Science

Year 7/8 Bloodstain Science
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Students of the Week

February

Edition 1

West for her fantastic work improving the size presentation of her handwriting.

Ms Catherine West

Natasha for her brilliant detective skills in Google Classroom. Well done on
working out Google Meets and showing the class how to use it!

Calendar of Events - Term 3 - 2020

18th August

19th August

20th August

21st August

12th August

13th August

14th August

17th August

Week 6

11th August

10th August

Week 5

28th August

27th August

26th August

25th August

Recharge Day

24th August

Week 7

4th September

3rd September

2nd September

1st September

31st August

Week 8

11th September

10th September

9th September

8th September

7th September

Week 9

Last Day of Term 3

18th September

17th September

16th September

15th September

14th September

Week 10

