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Integrity, Teamwork, Support, Empathy, Respect

Attendance - Week 3: 93%
Principal’s Report
Week Three has come and gone, and as I sit here typing this week’s newsletter article, the sun is
shining and the weather is starting to improve. It has been great to see and hear the students out in
the sunshine enjoying the warmer (slightly) weather. Hopefully this is a sign of the cold weather
coming to an end and some even warmer weather on the horizon.
Uniform:
With our focus having been on jumpers and t-shirts this week, it has been great to see so many
students proudly wearing this component of their uniforms. Next week, we turn our focus to pants,
shorts and skirts, while maintaining our focus on jumpers and t-shirts. A reminder that you can find
the uniform policy on the College website if you are unsure about uniform requirements. Also, a
reminder that students who are out of uniform will be issued a green pass if they have a note with a
valid excuse and a red pass if no permission is presented. If your child has a red note they are
required to get a parent signature and return it to the general office.

Attendance:
We continue to focus on improving attendance throughout the school. It has been great to see some
improvements in attendance percentages. Some classes even improved by more than 10%. As Ms.
Fitzgerald has mentioned in previous newsletters, regular and consistent attendance is a key factor in
determining student success.
Face Masks:
In case you have not seen the message on Compass from Ms. Fitzgerald, Premier Daniel Andrews
yesterday announced that all staff and secondary students will now be required to wear face masks
to school until further notice. There are some strict guidelines around this new requirement so I
encourage all families to carefully read the Compass message from Ms. Fitzgerald.
Subject Selection:
In the coming weeks, all Year 8 – 11 students will have an opportunity to select their subjects for
2021. For students going into Year 9/10, this will mean that they have the opportunity to select from
our range of elective subjects that make up a part of their overall timetable. For students going into
Year 11/12, this will mean selecting their entire course. It is important for parents/guardians to
discuss pathways with students to help guide them through this process. I will be speaking with each
student about their career aspirations and discussing appropriate pathways to meet their career
goals.
Continued……………..
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As a College, we are currently reviewing our timetable, electives program and VCE/VCAL offerings,
with a goal of offering a more-contemporary, varied program to our students. Staff are putting
considerable work into this in an attempt to better-prepare our students for the world in which we live.
Reading Community of Practice:
Yesterday, six of our staff completed professional development aimed at improving the way in which
we teach reading. This is an important part of our development as a College, as our recent data
suggests that reading is an area for improvement. The work that we are beginning with is very
exciting and should offer more consistency and structure in the way that reading is taught across the
whole school.
School Climate:
It has been very pleasing to walk around the school throughout this term and see some of the great
things happening in class and in the yard. Students appear to be engaged in their learning whilst in
class and interacting positively in the yard. It’s great to see so many students being active during their
breaks, playing cricket, 4-square, tag and trucks, amongst other things. It’s also great to see the
interaction between students across many year levels. Keep up the great work.
A final reminder that secondary students are required to wear masks at school and whilst travelling
on school buses as of Monday. Whilst we understand that the masks may not be overly comfortable
or trendy, it is important that we follow these guidelines to play our part in minimising the impact of
COVID-19 in our communities. Also, another reminder of the importance of keeping students home if
they are showing any signs of illness. I know that families have been vigilant with this so far, so thank
-you for your continued support.
The weather forecast is looking good over the weekend. 17 degrees tomorrow should provide a great
opportunity to get out and about. Have a great weekend. Stay safe. I look forward to seeing everyone
back again next week.

Simon Brearley
Acting Assistant Principal

They’re Back!
We have had a reported case of head lice at the school.
Please check your child/children’s hair and refer to the
attached information sheet about head lice and how to treat
them.
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VCAL Personal Development Skills
Our VCAL students have been hard at work this week, starting a new project where they are making face
masks to help in the fight against Covid-19. Having completed a plan and sourcing relevant materials and
equipment, students have started constructing face masks for College staff. In the coming weeks, students will
be advertising face masks for sale in the wider community - make sure you keep an eye out for further
information. Catherine West

Yr. 7-8 Humanities
This week in Humanities, students have been
developing their understanding of the Ancient
Egyptian social hierarchy by investigating the role of
scribes. As an elite societal group, scribes attended
school for several years where they would learn to read
and write hieroglyphs. Playing an important role,
scribes maintained detailed records of administrative
and economic activities, supervised monument and
infrastructure projects, and aided illiterate people by
writing up wills.
Students spent a lesson using hieroglyphs, which are
the picture-like signs used in the original writing
system of ancient Egypt, to share interesting Egyptianrelated facts they have learnt.
Use the following image to decipher the facts shared
by various students. Catherine West

Year 9/10 Home Economics
On Tuesday 28th the Home Eco class made pizzas with a focus on cutting techniques. We
began by making dough and while we let that rise we started preparing the toppings. We had
Ms West demonstrate the correct cutting techniques for each topping then we had a go at
doing it ourselves. We diced onion, capsicum and pineapple, sliced mushrooms and grated
cheese. We then put it all together and into the oven and within a few minutes the pizzas were
ready, we shared some with teachers and students and they were pretty happy with the bursts
of flavour and the perfectly cooked dough.
By Audrey

Year 9/10
Home
Economics

LITERACY FOR LIFE LONG LEARNERS
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Students of the Week

February

Edition 1

Kirra Srdoc for receiving her pen
licence.

Archer for his work with plurals.

Kyro for being proactive in a
challenging situation in the playground.
Ms Catherine West

Calendar of Events - Term 3 - 2020

18th August

19th August

20th August

21st August

12th August

13th August

14th August

5th August

6th August

7th August

Student Free Day

17th August

Week 6

11th August

10th August

Week 5

4th August

3rd August

Week 4

28th August

27th August

26th August

25th August

24nd August

Week 7

4th September

3rd September

2nd September

1st September

31st August

Week 8

11th September

10th September

9th September

8th September

7th September

Week 9

