Derrinallum P-12 College
Community Newsletter

July 17th, 2020

Edition 20

Integrity, Teamwork, Support, Empathy, Respect

Term 3, Week 1: Attendance—94%
Principal’s Report
Welcome to Term 3. The students have had a great start to the term, settling back into routines well. I’ve spent
time across the school, popping in to say hello and catching the students in the corridor. We are very glad to
have Mr Smith back this term as he returns from 6 months long service leave. He’s done all the paving,
painting and odd jobs around his house and is sick of trips to Bunnings, so we’re pretty sure he’s happy to be
back as well.
Cross Country:
So cross country happened this week and it was fairly epic! We actually had an almost perfect day weather
wise. The sun was out but it wasn’t stinking hot and there was minimal wind. Run a little differently this year,
Stevo decided to host the event at the school. This, I think, worked really well and the kids got right into the
event. As a whole school event every teacher was out supporting the students and encouraging them to do
their best. I was very impressed by the number of kids that managed a smile and thumbs up as they ran past
my check point.
Now… there was a mistake with the Grade 3/4 race which did cause a little controversy. I was certainly to
blame for allowing the kids to go the wrong way, which resulted in us having to run the race again later in the
day. But it was a teachable moment for the students. It was an honest mistake which was not the end of the
world. It’s so important that I highlight the response from the students when they participated again. When I
explained to the group that they would do the race again and that everyone being involved was the fair thing to
do, they accepted it. They promised to do the best they could, no matter what. Those kids gave the second
race everything they had. And I was so proud of their efforts, I let them know. I literally screamed “I’m so proud
of you”, as they ran down the road huffing and puffing. Not one of them gave up. No one stopped. Every single
one of them finished the race. And they cheered each other on as they did it. It was an excellent opportunity
for the students to develop the resilience and perseverance skills and demonstrate our school values of
teamwork, respect and support.
A special thank you also to the staff that gave up their own time to help officiate the race the second time
around! Extra special mention to Mr Smith who donned the doggies training gear and ran the race with the
kids.
Mentoring:
This week we welcomed Thommo Henry who joins us as a mentor one day a week. He will be out in the yard
before school, recess and both lunches to interact with the students and also help see them onto the bus at
the end of the day. His main focus will be students in years 5-10 but will be available to work with students
throughout the school. Thommo won’t be providing counselling services but rather a positive adult interaction
for students. Once he gets a better idea of the kids’ wants and needs, he’ll be organising games and activities
for the student to entertain them at recess. It is possible that he will be working in classes or take students out
for mentoring sessions as well. Thommo has already enjoyed kicking the footy with the senior primaries and
has been interviewed by the VCAL students for their upcoming literacy project.
Continued……………….
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COVID-19:
Please rest assured that we are continuing with COVID safe practices such as; midday cleans where high
touch surfaces are disinfected, encouraging hand washing, providing sanitizer and displaying signs around the
school reminding students, staff and contractors of safe practice. Students are not required to social distance
but staff will discourage actions where students are in close proximity unnecessarily. Where possible, students
will be encouraged to spread out.
Enrolments for 2021:
With the strange year that 2020 has been, many things have had to change. Whilst we are open for enrolments,
restrictions mean we are not able to host tours or invite families into the school for information sessions. If you
or someone you know is thinking about schooling options for 2021, please don’t hesitate to contact us for
information and enrolment packs.
Hello and good bye:
This week Gypsey, Sam and Lilly Miller joined us at Derrinallum College. The Millers have settled well into the
years 7, 8 and 10. Sadly, we farewelled Makaylah Feary who has relocated interstate with her family. We wish
her all the best at her new school.
Remote learning:
I know there is probably some anxiety out there about returning to remote learning. Unfortunately, I cannot
provide any comfort about what direction learning will head in for Term 3 because I don’t know what will happen
in the coming weeks. I hope that Victorians can do the right thing and that means that we will be able to
continue accessing the school for every day teaching and learning. The classroom is typically where students
learn best but if we must return to remote learning, we will try to be prepared as best we can. In the coming
weeks we will be having some teachers work on formulating a plan for the possible return to remote learning. If
you have feedback about what worked well or what could be improved, please feel free to email it through to
the school. The staff looking at our options will be able to consider your feedback in our preparations.
Western Plains Primary Sports Association:
The participating schools have decided this morning that we will not go ahead with any formal interschool
competitions for 2020. This is disappointing but the decision is made in the best interests of the children’s
safety. We are yet to have a formal decision made for the Mid-West Complex which affects the secondary
students.
Upgrades:
If you have seen our Instagram page you will have seem some of the works that occurred during the holidays.
We have had the corridor ceiling finished off, our new LED lights installed, the last of our reverse cycle air
conditioners put in and the kitchenette in the lunchroom fitted. The school is looking really tidy-100% better than
it did in January when the storm did all the damage. There is, of course, more work to do but we are chipping
along with our to-do list. We are waiting for new furniture for the secondary classrooms to be delivered.
Unfortunately, it was held up and couldn’t arrive in the holidays as planned. We will be having some more
carpet laid in various areas and hopefully more painting.
We’ll hopefully have a college that the students are very proud to attend when we’re finished.
Attendance:
Research says that attendance is one of the biggest contributors to a child’s educational success. Whilst not in
remote learning, we need your child here at school so that we can teach them and they can learn. Regardless
of the reasons for absences, non-attendance affects student outcomes. That’s why we ask that students only
miss school days if it is essential. A student being unwell is a good reason for absenteeism, however, senior
school students, particularly Year 11 and 12, need to catch up work that is missed. We understand that living
rurally means that appointments cannot always be booked outside of school hours, but we would like you to
seriously consider what you allow your child to be out of the classroom for. Even small incidental learning
experiences like those acquired in buddies or self-managed time are hard to be replaced. If your child is
missing one day a fortnight over a term, that’s a full week. Over the year that’s a month. By the end of Primary
school that would be 7 months and by the end of high school your child would have missed 13 months of
schooling, which is the equivalent of almost a year and a half of school that they aren’t in the classroom. This is
why we have a focus on attendance.
Continued…………….

Derrinallum P-12 College Community Newsletter , July 17th,, 2020
Our attendance drive is being published in the classroom and our school wide attendance will be publicised on
our Instagram account regularly. Each homeroom has a sticker chart displaying how student attendance is
going as well as the class. We have a system that will provide students with a visual representation of their
progress:
·
·
·

Orange will mean a child has been absent for part of the week and no explanation for the absence has
been provided to the school. This includes being late.
Green means any absences have been explained. This includes being late.
Gold means the child has been at school all day, every day.

The intention is for students to see how their attendance is tracking and for them to start placing the importance
on being at school and only missing school when it is necessary.
Email:
You may have noticed that the school has updated our email address during the remote learning phase of last
term. For the time being all the emails to the old address will be forwarded to the new address; however, you
might like to update your contact list to ensure we get all communications. Our new
address: derrinallump.12@education.vic.gov.au
Thank you:
Thanks to Bruce Fisher who has been keeping our lawns looking as best he can over the last year. Bruce did a
mountain of work helping us out with our working bee last year as well and we thank him for everything he has
done for us.
Also a special thanks to Dean, our cleaner, who has been doing extra hours to help disinfect around school
during the day and again after school.
In the coming weeks we will possibly have a better idea about what lies ahead for Victoria’s future and COVID19. Keep thinking positively. If everyone can do the right things with a bit of luck, we will be able to continue
attending school in its full capacity. Please don’t forget that if you have feedback for us we would love to collect
that for our planning, just in case we do go back to remote learning. I hope everyone has a fun but safe week
end. I think I’ll be umpiring in rain. Typical, first bit of sport I’ve enjoyed participating in for months and I’ll be
soaking wet! But I’m sure that I’ll have a great big smile on my face!
Have a good one!
Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Principal

They’re Back!
We have had a reported case of head lice at the school.
Please check your child/children’s hair and refer to the
attached
information sheet about head lice and how to treat them.
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X Country
House X Country
On Wednesday the 15th of July, Derrinallum College had its annual house cross
country competition. Banongill Lara took on Gala Titanga on a new running course.
It was great to see everyone competing and giving it their all, no matter what
position they were in the race. After all the primary and secondary students had
completed their race, everyone gathered for the final results. The final points being
Gala Titanga 118 to Banongill Lara 107. This meant that Gala Titanga were the
overall winners for the year after also winning the swimming carnival.
The age group winners for the day were:
Foundation Males – Eddie Gellie
Junior Primary Males – Patrick Greig
Junior Primary Females – Lexie Henderson
Intermediate Primary Males – Lockie Lewis

Intermediate Primary Females – Kirra Srdoc
Senior Primary Males – Phoenix Smith
Senior Primary Females – Nessa Lewis
Junior Secondary Males – Wilson Ringe
Junior Secondary Females – Emily Thurrowgood
Senior Secondary Males – Hunter Thompson
Senior secondary Females – Audrey Ringe

By Ned Uren
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Premier’s Reading Challenge

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
14th July, 2020 - 2nd September, 2020 @ Derrinallum P-12 College
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Derrinallum P-12
College is excited to be participating. A new application is being used this year
that offers a range of exciting features including:




access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
a modern user-friendly interface
rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved

the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or
complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition
of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but
a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 4 September
2020.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books
with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to
read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement
signed by the Victorian Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more
information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Students of the Week

February

Edition 1

Daisy For her persistence in
Multiplication.
Ripley for his great work on division
and his handwriting.

Eddie for his excellent handwriting.
Ms Catherine West

Calendar of Events - Term 3 - 2020

28th July

29th July

30th July

31st July

22nd July

23rd July

24th July

27th July

Week 3

21st July

20th July

Week 2

7th August

6th August

5th August

4th August

3rd August

Week 4

14th August

13th August

12th August

11th August

10th August

Week 5

21st August

20th August

19th August

18th August

17th August

Week 6

26th August

25th August

24th August

23rd August

22nd August

Week 7

