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Principal’s Report
It is so lovely to have the sound of children back in the school. They bring in an energy that has been sorely
missed by the staff. There is definitely a buzz back in the school which has been lacking for the last 8 and a bit
weeks. The students have been catching us up on their stay at home adventures and how they went with
learning from home. On Tuesday, I was in Mrs Johnstone’s room catching up with the kids just before recess
and I tell you what, there were some very impressive lunch boxes! I might be taking a guess here, but I think
there were some very happy parents to be preparing lunches because those containers were packed with
gourmet goodies!
Hellos and Goodbyes:
We are very excited to welcome Clive Niblett to the College. He has fitted in wonderfully in the F/1/2 room. It’s
almost like he has always been there. It’s lovely for Clive that he knows most of the students in the class so he
was able to hit the ground running.
We are sad to say goodbye to Marshal and Austyn Howarth. The boys are moving back to the surf coast. We
will miss their cheeky smiles and quirky stories but we wish them all the best at their new schools and hope
that they settle in nicely!
Staffing:
Just a reminder that staff are back on site now. Should you need to make contact with a teacher you can do
this by calling the General Office on 55976625.
Enrolments for 2021:
The College is now taking enrolments for 2021. Year 6 families have had their Year 7 packs sent to them and
these can be returned to the General Office when Year 6 students return to school. We hope to be visiting the
kindergarten’s next term, once restrictions are lifted, to share information with the families enrolling in
Foundation next year. In the meantime, families are welcome to schedule a video call with me to discuss the
possibilities for their children at Derrinallum College for their children.
Transitions:
We hope to be creating a number of videos for the transition process that show a little sneak peek of the
school. As we can’t have families come on site to do school tours and get a feeling for the vibe of the school,
we wanted to create something that was a little snippet of College life. Our first episode in our series of
transition videos can be found on our Instagram page. Just a quick warning- it’s super cute as it features our
Foundation/1/2 class! Check it out @derri_college
Personal Development:
This week the staff spent a bit of time reflecting on their processes for remote learning. It was asked of them
to reflect on what they did well and what they feel they could improve. Sadly, we are not certain about what
will happen moving forward and there is a very real chance that schooling could continue to be interrupted
whilst the world deals with the COVID-19 pandemic. It is therefore a good practice to make sure that we are
doing all in our power to make sure that, should we need to ever go back to remote learning, we do the best
job possible and make adjustments where needed. As part of this process, families are asked to also
provide opinions. Families have been sent a letter through Compass with the details on how they can provide
us with feedback about the learning-from-home process. We would really appreciate your participation.
Continued……………..
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Senior school timetables:
The staff are currently reviewing the timetables and class structure for the high school students in 2021. At
the moment, we are looking at the 7/8 and 9/10 timetables and how to best structure our timetable so that
students are getting exposed to the best quality content.
Upgrading:
We have had a number of upgrades at the College over the last six months or so, but we are hoping to
continue to have things improved around the school once the building works are completed. We are in the
process of getting new classroom desks for the senior wing as well as more shelving and storage items.
Evette Sarra:
Evette Sarra is a social worker who is employed by the College through Beaufort/Skipton Medical
Practice to provide services to the students such as counselling. Evette will be working at the College for a
few hours every two weeks and will be replacing the services that we were getting from Mark Lutnant.
Evette’s first day will be on June 10 and she will be visiting classes and providing support for the students
on their first day back at the school. We hope that this helps to provide a smooth transition for any student
who might be nervous about returning to face to face schooling. If you are interested in knowing more
about Evette and the services available please contact the General Office.
Reporting and work owed:
As we are about to slide into Week 7, the staff are busy preparing reports for your child for Semester One.
If your child has work from the remote learning process at home that has been provided for the teacher,
please get it in to us so that an accurate assessment can be made. As the remote learning phase draws to
a close, there is still time for students to submit work that they haven’t completed. Remember that families
can see what work is owed by their children by logging onto your Compass account and checking the
learning tasks for your child.
More information will come out to families about what the reports will look like this semester due to the
impact of remote learning.
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. Hopefully the last one with as many restrictions. June will see us
being able to enjoy more of the things we love, like going to the gym and hopefully watching and playing
sport!
See you soon
Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal

FAMILY STATEMENTS
Family Statements have been sent home this week to update
families on their account balance/credit. If this raises concerns
for any family, please feel free to contact our Principal, Caitlyn
Fitzgerald on 5597 6625 to discuss.
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Welcome Back To School

Year Prep, One & Two
cooking
Unicorn Rainbow Balls
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Foundation/1/2 - Experimenting

Great work everyone!
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Maddison’s Cubby Build
Maddison’s Cubby Build
List of building materials used
• 6 Kitchen chairs
• 1 King size flat sheet
• 8 Art Easel clips
• 2 Small blankets
• 3 Brooms
• 1 Piece of string
By Maddison Mulraney

Construction Timeline
Cubby Name and Builders
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Sister Fort!!!
Created by
Maddison, Caitlyn and Georgia Mulraney

Collected chairs and put into place.
Placed the brooms onto the chairs.
Spread out king size sheet and place over chairs and brooms.
Used clips to hold sheet in place.
Added blankets to make an entrance door.
Completed interior design with cushions, dolls and other toys.
Made sign to put at front of cubby.

Construction Reflection
• What worked well?
• Use of brooms and clips to hold the sheet up.

• What didn’t work well?
• We started without the brooms in the beginning and the sheet kept falling down.

• What would you do differently next time and why?
• Maybe we would build in a different location or earlier in the day, so we wouldn’t have to take it
down so mum and dad could watch TV.

• Otherwise we love the design and its great to play in.

exciting journey to find the Lost
Things place to belong.

Join him and his lost thing on an

thing else, a Lost Thing.

instead of a bottle top he finds some

Beach in search of a bottle top and

In this film a young boy goes to the

The Lost Thing belongs?

Do you know where

By Shaun Tan
Directed by Shaun Tan and Andrew
Ruhemann
Produced by Sophie Burn
Narrated by Tim Minchin

An amazing
film that the
whole family
will love!!
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Campbell’s Terrarium
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Recharge Day
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Student of the Week

February

Edition 1

Clive for settling into our school
so well.

Charlotte for her excellent approach to
remote learning.

Jake for always completing his work
to the best of his ability.

Ms Catherine West

Calendar of Events - Term 2 - 2020

10th June
All students return to
school

11th June

12th June

3rd June

4th June

5th June

Student free

Report Writing Day -

9th June

Queens Birthday
Public Holiday

Student work due

2nd June

8th June

Week 9

1st June

Week 8

19th June

18th June

17th June

16th June

15th June

Week 10

26th June
Last Day of Term 2 2.30pm finish

25th June

24th June

23rd June

22nd June

Week 11

Calendar of Events - Term 3 - 2020

22nd July

23rd July

24th July

16th July

17th July

21st July

20th July

Week 2

15th July

14th July

First day of Term 3

13th July

Week 1

