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Hello to all! As most of you would be aware, I am the new face around school.  I have been trying my 
best to get out and about, meeting students, getting to know staff and introducing myself as the new 
Principal to families and the community. Although I have been living interstate for the past decade, I am 
a local Corangamite girl, having grown up and studying in Camperdown. My family and I have re-located 
from Katanning a small town in rural Western Australia and I am delighted to have the opportunity to 
work in Derrinallum. So far I have found the school to be wonderfully welcoming, the students 
charismatic and the staff magnificent.  I am still getting a few names confused but I will hopefully know all 
the students in the coming weeks. I have been calling parents and introducing myself to those who have 
come into the school. If I haven’t been in contact with families yet I will over the coming weeks.  
 
Building works: 
Mr Smith, Mrs Devlin and I have been working with the architects to review and approve the plans for the 
building works to the school. Works will include refurbishment of the bathroom facilities for both junior 
and senior students, as well as an upgrade of the VCE area and the back verandah and replacement of 
some high level windows.  At this stage it looks as though this work will be starting in August and will 
continue on until the end of January. Whilst the works are underway every effort will be made to 
minimise disruption to the students’ learning. However some flexibility will be required but no doubt the 
students will manage as the resilient learners that they are.   
 
Parent meetings: 
Late last term there was the opportunity to attend parent teacher interviews for an update on student 
progress.  However if you were unavailable or should you like to discuss something which may have 
arisen since then, please feel free to contact the school to arrange an appropriate meeting time that 
would suit you, the teacher and the year coordinator (if needed).  Please be sure to arrange any 
meetings through the school to ensure that confidentiality can be maintained and privacy respected.  I 
always encourage my staff to make contact with family members in a timely manner, but please keep in 
mind that teaching load and additional activities such as duties, meetings, excursions and professional 
learning may impact a staff member’s availability.  Parents of primary aged students are particularly 
encouraged to use the student’s diaries for daily communication.  
 
Corangamite Trade Training Cluster: 
Next week the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster will be meeting. A large focus at this meeting will be 
the transport arrangements for the students who travel to other schools. The discussions are a work in 
progress and we will keep all students and families updated on any development. We are looking into 
developing our Agriculture program here at Derrinallum with the anticipation that it will be up and running 
in 2020.  
 
Cows Create Careers: 
In the coming months the school will be caring for two calves as part of the Cows Create Careers 
program. We will be working closely with Bookar farmer, Rodger Heath, in the project and look forward to 
updating you on this exciting project.  
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Uniform: 
Given that the weather has taken a dramatic turn and the cold has set in please ensure that students are 
coming to school in the correct winter uniform. All students have an outline of the uniform in their diaries 
and details are available on our website. If you would like to order uniform items through the school 
please contact Sandra Torney in the front office. The school tries to maintain a high standard in regards 
to uniform and although the students may at times disagree uniform is important. It helps to set the first 
impression that the public get of our school. Students who present themselves in uniform convey a 
sense of pride and belonging to our school.  Having a uniform also alleviates social pressures on 
students and equalises them in a sense that the focus should be on their schooling and not what they 
are wearing.  
 
Excursions: 
We have already had a number of our students out and about representing the school for excursions this 
term.  Just a reminder that permissions need to come back to school before the excursion. I would hate 
for students to have to miss out on scheduled events because they had to stay back at school.  
Well done to Nessa Lewis who placed at the Primary Cross Country in Skipton on Wednesday. I was 
really proud that many of the students came up to tell me that they tried to run the entire way and if they 
couldn’t they walked for a little until they felt they could start running again.  It’s not always about being 
THE best but about doing YOUR best. Mr Dally, Ms Grills and Ms Summerfield-Owers were impressed 
with the behaviour of our students and said they tried very hard.  
Next Friday the senior school students are off to Warrnambool to represent us at the inter-school 
athletics. We wish them all the best and have our fingers crossed for nice weather.  
 
ANZAC Day Services: 
Week one had a very significant event for us as a nation. ANZAC Day holds historical significance and 
allows us to commemorate Australians and New Zealanders who have served and or died in all wars, 
conflicts and peace keeping operations.  Here at the school, students looked at the contributions made 
by Indigenous Australians and the sacrifices that they made that were often not acknowledged. Students 
worked with Gaye Robinson-Marks to create a PowerPoint presentation, where they read the book 
Arthur’s War. Well done to the students who were involved in the school services including creating and 
laying the wreaths, raising the flags and those who recorded audio for the presentation.   In particular I 
would like to commend our school captains, Dillon and Hannah, on their excellent representation of the 
school at the ANZAC services both at school and in town.  
 
Attitudes to school survey: 
The annual Attitudes to School Survey is a survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 
and allows the school to collect information from the students that allows us to reflect on our practice. 
The survey gives the students a chance to voice their thoughts on their wellbeing, engagement and 
informs school improvement and planning.  Students will be invited to participate in the survey and 
families will hear more about this process in the upcoming weeks.  
Thank you to everyone for a great start to Term 2! 
 
Caitlyn Fitzgerald 
Principal  
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Derrinallum P-12 College ANZAC Ceremony 

 

DERRINALLUM P-12  COLLEGE 

ANZAC CEREMONY  2019 

Remembering Australia’s 

Indigenous Servicemen & 

Women in all Conflicts 
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Year 9/10 Sport—Derrinallum Bowling Club 

Sport/Lawn Bowls 

The year 9/10 have been participating in 

their sport class at the Derrinallum Bowl-

ing Club. Students are learning the sport 

of Lawn Bowls and have been receiving 

some tips from the club president  

Bill Dobie. 

This week there were 2 matches played 

with a game of Triples and a game of dou-

bles.  There were some great bowls sent 

down the green under trying conditions 

with the wind. The students did very well 

in adjusting their game to suit the condi-

tions on the day. 

Next week is our final week and teams 

have already been selected for a game of 

singles and a game of fours, look out for 

the results. 



Woolworths Earn & Learn 

            Derrinallum P-12 College Community Newsletter  May 3rd, 2019    

The Woolworths Earn & Learn program gives 

schools and Early Learning Centres around 

Australia the chance to earn amazing school 

equipment.   In 2017 over 15,000 schools and 

Early Leaning Centres were involved, and 

delivered over 300,000 new pieces of 

equipment to kids all over Australia. 

Here’s what to do: 

 Between 1 May and 25 June 2019, collect as many stickers as you can. 

 Stick them on the sticker sheet and drop them in the  Derrinallum P-12 

College Earn & Learn box outside the general office or in the Derrinallum 

P-12 College Earn & Learn box at the Camperdown Woolworths store. 

     You can always download and print extra sticker sheets at  
woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 

For every $10 you spend you’ll get an Earn & 
Learn sticker 

 

SHOP 

Collect as many stickers as you 
can between now and 25th June 

 

COLLECT 

 

Give your stickers to us so we can redeem 
them for new equipment 

 

GIVE 
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SAME-DAY NOTIFICATION OF UNEXPLAINED 
STUDENT  ABSENCES 

Notify the school of your child’s absence  

Protecting the safety and well-being of children through the reporting and monitoring of 
absenteeism is the responsibility of both parents/carers and schools.  

Please remember to call the school on 55976625, text message 0427016460 or email at 
derrinallum.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au early in the morning if your child is going to be away 
or late for school so your child’s absence can be recorded correctly. You can also send the school 
a message written and signed in your child’s diary prior to the day of absence. 

 

Same-day notification of unexplained student absences 

Our school will send a message to you as soon as practicable on the day if a student is not at 
school and you haven’t notified the school as to why. If you are notified by the school that your 
child is away without a reason, please contact us as soon as possible by calling 55976625 or text 
message to 0427016460 to let us know where your child is. If we cannot reach you because we 
don’t have your correct contact details (i.e.: message notification fail, disconnected number), then 
we 

 

where possible, please inform us in advance of 
upcoming absences. 

Save this number! Our school uses 0427016460 to text parents/carers as soon as practical on 
the day on an unexplained student absence. Save this number 55976625 into your phone so you 
know it is the school contacting you if you receive a call.  

 

New Attendance Requirements 
 
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day 
of absence, by calling the school on 55976625 or by text message on 0427016460.
Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, 
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/
carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is 
absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will 
be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts 
them behind. 

 

  

 



Student of the week 
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This week’s question is: What number am I? 

If I add up the numbers from 1 to 6, then double that number, 

then subtract (take away) 6, then halve that number, what do I 

get? 

Let’s see who has the first correct entry this week. 

Mr Smith’s Maths question of the week 

 

Chrissy’s Book Review 

Sophie Wright for settling into 

Derrinallum P-12 College 

Well. 

Hamish Hegarty for 

copying and continuing 

patterns. 

 

Title: The Magic Faraway Tree             Author: Enid Blyton 

Suitable for: Bedtime reading 

Enid Blyton’s The Magic Faraway Tree follows Joe, Beth, Frannie and Rick in 
adventures in the Enchanted Wood and beyond. The main area is the Faraway 
Tree, which is home to many magical creatures. This book, the second book in 
Blyton’s Faraway Tree series, is full of captivating adventures shared by the four 
main characters and their three magical friends. This is another book Mum used 
to read to me as a child, and I loved hearing the distinct but connected short 
stories. Each story is carefully crafted to link to past stories, yet stand alone as a 
separate story. The stories come to life in your imagination, and are full of 
delightful jokes that don’t interfere with winding down. The charm of this book is 
timeless, especially since it has stood the test of time and endured as a 
wonderful children’s book. 

Rating: 5/5 

A timeless classic full of magic, mystery and beautifully subtle messages for 
children of all ages. 

Note: I would also recommend the other two books in the series, The Enchanted 
Wood and The Folk of the Faraway Tree. 



2019 SKIPTON PHOTOGRAPHIC 

SHOW 

Date of Show: Sunday June 2nd 2019 

 

14th Skipton Photographic Show 

 

Presented by the Skipton & District Photographic Club 

Open, Novice & Youth Sections 

Entries close on Friday May 24th @ 5.00PM 

For further information contact: Karen Bradshaw on 

0439630884 

E-mail: skiptonphotographicclub@gmail.com 

Thank you to our sponsors for their generous donations  

mailto:skiptonphotographicclub@gmail.com
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7th May Scholastic Book Club Orders returned  
 

8th May Year 7 & 10 Immunisations - Forms must be returned by May 7th 

10th May Secondary Athletics @ Warrnambool—selected students 

10th May School Spectacular rehearsal @ Colac—selected students 

14th-24th May NAPLAN testing period—Years 3,5,7,9 

21st May Secondary X Country @ Derrinallum-selected students 

7th June GWR X Country @ Warrnambool - selected primary & secondary students 
 

10th June Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday 

12th-13th June Year 9 BRICKS Program @ Mt Elephant 

18th June  Raising Awareness for Domestic Violence - Year 9-12 - Community Members welcome 

20th June Years 3-6 Winter Round Robin @ Rokewood 

26th June School Photos - Whole School 

27th June Years 7-9 Football/Netball @ Mortlake 

28th June Last Day of Term 2 

15th July First Day of Term 3 

20th September Last Day of Term 3 

7th October First Day of Term 4 

20th December Last Day of Term 4 
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Camps/Excursions Term Dates - Start Term Dates - End Sporting Events Student Free Days & 

Public Holidays 

Established in 1931, School Banking has been teaching money-management skills to generations of  
primary school Australians.  Senior students who hold a Dollarmites Account are also welcome to make 
deposits at school. 
Students participating in School Banking will get weekly hands-on saving practice, when they bring their 
deposit to school in their Dollarmites deposit wallet on Tuesdays, School Banking day at Derrinallum  
P-12 College. They’ll also 
receive a silver Dollarmites 
token each time they make 
a deposit, which they can 
redeem for a Polar Savers 
reward (maximum one  
reward per item).  
Gaye Robinson-Marks 
School Banking  
Co-ordinator 
 

Dollarmites School Banking 


