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Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Empathy, Support

Whole School Attendance for Term 2, Week 1 : 93.8%

Principal’s Report
I hope that everyone had a lovely Easter and a restful break and is ready to tackle the new term and what a
week to kick off term 2! Busy, busy, busy! The students have been straight into their work routines as if there
was no break at all, which is fantastic!
New face: You may be greeted by a new face when you come to visit the school now. As mentioned last term
Sally Mahony will be filling in as Business Manager while Mrs Devlin is on Long Service Leave. Sally has a
strong back ground in banking, is a natural for finance management and we welcome her new approach,
however, even with her background, Sally will have lots to learn as she negotiates the school system. Please
introduce yourself and remember to be patient with her as she learns her way around.
Cross Country: I sent out a little post yesterday just to let families know that we were so impressed with the
kids’ approach to the Cross Country. I know it was cold and many of us don’t like distance running, but I was so
pleased to see the kids giving it a go and doing so with a smile on their faces. The staff were really proud of the
efforts demonstrated by the kids and it was lovely to have some parents come along to cheer them over the
finish line.
ANZAC Day: Of course we know that this Sunday is ANZAC Day. I would just like to remind you of and
encourage you to attend our local service, which will be held in Derrinallum at the War Memorial in the main
street. The service will start at 10.30am. The College will be represented by our wonderful School Captains
Jake and Hunter, who will both be speaking, and by Mr Mansbridge who is attending on my behalf as I’m away
and will attend another service. Mrs Marks is busy coordinating our school service which will be held at the
College at 9am on Monday. Unfortunately due to the spacing restrictions we won’t be inviting outside guests but
we will post snippets on our InstaTV channel. We also thank Mrs Marks who has created our gorgeous wreathe
that the boys will lay on Sunday.
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Fire Safety Systems upgrades: This morning we had contractors come in to conduct site inspections for the
Hydraulic Fire Safety Systems Program. The College will be putting in a new system and replacing some out of
date equipment. This is great for us as it gives us peace of mind that our fire safety system is adequate and will
do the job if we ever need it. The process is at the tender stage and we are unsure of when it will start. We will,
however, keep you updated as the program starts as there may be some interruptions to areas of the school,
such as the Indoor Centre and bus track. Any interruption will hopefully be a minor inconvenience and our
expert staff will manage this in their day to day planning.
Attendance: As we have been doing for the past 6 months or so we will be running another attendance drive
this term. We have spoken to students about what they would like to win as an attendance reward. The Oodie’s
were a big hit last term. If parents have suggestions please feel free to send them through to myself or your
child’s homeroom teacher. We also hope to have a whole school attendance reward this term if we can
maintain a whole school attendance of 85%. The Engagement Learning Team will be working closely with the
SRC to decide what this will be and we’ll let you know when decided.
Pie day: Just a reminder that as Mrs Torney will be away next Friday the canteen will not operate. Instead the
Grade 3s and 4s will be organising a pie day as part of their fundraising for their camp. Hopefully all students
should have received an order form that they need to return prior to the day. Any hassles, please call the
general office.
Camp fundraising: Just on Camp fundraising, we have allocated the Mother’s Day Stall to the 3/4 group for
more fundraising and the 5/6 class will do the Father’s Day Stall later in the year. We will call for parent
volunteers to assist with these. If you can help with the Mother’s Day Stall please contact Linda Grills. There
will be more about the Father’s Day Stall closer to the time. The secondary students will also organise some
fundraising when details of their camp are finalised.
Mid-year exams: I know it might feel early to be discussing this but Mr Brearley is organising the mid-year
exam timetable and this will be shared with staff and students as soon as it’s ready. This will give students
plenty of notice of what is happening and give them time to prepare.
Solar panels: This week we had another site inspection for the instalment of our solar panels. If you can
remember, we were successful in applying for a grant to have solar panels installed. Whilst the grant doesn’t
actually pay for the project, it is an interest free loan that the school will pay back over a 5 year period. The
cost of the solar panels is around $60,000.
Post school supports: This week we have begun talking about what we can do to help support our students
after school. In particular, we are interested in how we can help them develop financial literacy and selfmanagement skills for the big wide world. We will be looking at getting a number of agencies to come and work
with the students to help support them with tasks from getting tax file numbers, Medicare cards and
understanding Centrelink.
School Review: This week I had a meeting with Dr Steven Townsend and Tony Fowler who will be highly
involved with our school review. Tony as our SEIL and Steven is the reviewer. We will be setting dates to
conduct the on-site evaluations and I have been collecting and collating our reports, policies and sample files
for the review team to look at. When our dates are set I will share these with families. I’ll also be in contact with
those parents who have kindly offered to provide feedback for the process. The review process will be great for
us as it will show us what we have achieved in the last four years but also provide us with strategic direction for
the next four.
Enrolments: You may be hearing and seeing lots of advertisements for school enrolments for 2022. If you or
someone you know is wanting to enrol your child here at Derrinallum College, either this year or next, please
don’t stress that you will miss your opportunity if you haven’t done so by the end of the month. I do however
encourage you to contact us at any time for information you might like and to organise a visit or an admissions
meeting. We are here for you in the process and want you to be comfortable and confident enrolling your child
with us. We are doing wonderful things here at Derri and are strengthening our practices every day.
Open Night: We are thinking about holding an open night at some point in the future. We will keep families in
the loop when we finalise details. If however there is something that families would like more information about
or like to see something specifically at the school please let us know and we will be sure to include it.
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Work Place Learning: We have got all our VCAL students with a structuredWork Place Learning position
within our local community. We hope to be out and about visiting our students at these placements and
thanking the employers who have taken them on. You’ll hear more about this over the coming term.
Advocacy: Have you heard us talking about the Advocacy program? The Advocacy program is designed to
cover areas that the students need to learn but aren’t always in the curriculum. It covers things like the power
of positive thinking and self-management skills but also things in the curriculum like Respectful Relationships.
The other major point of the program is to provide each student with a designated advocate at the school. A
point of call, someone who is checking up on their well-being and someone that parents can contact if they
want to speak to teacher about concerns in the classroom or yard.
Working Bee: We did cancel our working bee this week. We hope to have one this term. Likely on a Sunday
so that we can try to work around weekend sport. We will keep you posted. This clean-up will help prepare the
site for where we will have our new outdoor fitness equipment installed.

I hope everyone has a great weekend. Try to stay dry and warm. We know the winners of our Oodies from last
term are putting them to great use in this very chilly weather. Unfortunately, it looks as though netball will be in
the rain again. That will make three weeks in a row now! The things we do for our hobbies! I will, however,
enjoy the Demons taking on the Tigers from in front of the fire!
Stay safe.
Caitlyn Fitzgerald - Principal
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Fletcher for getting
his pen licence.

Liam for his great work
with direction left and
right.

Year 9/10 Pasta Making

VCAL Ginger Bread Houses

World Smile Day

Homework Club
Homework club will resume on Monday 26 April and will run each Monday from 3.30pm to 4.30pm until the
end of Term.
Students attending homework club are reminded to notify Mrs Marks of changes to regular bus travel.
Week
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10

Date
26 April
3 May
10 May
17 May
24 May
31 May
7 June
14 June
21 June

Teacher volunteers
Kristy Riley and Simon Brearly
Simon Brearly and Simon Mansbridge
Simon Mansbridge and Kristy Riley
Kristy Riley and Simon Brearly
Simon Brearly and Simon Mansbridge
Simon Mansbridge and Kristy Riley
Kristy Riley and Simon Brearly
Queen’s birthday public holiday
Simon Mansbridge and Kristy Riley

Looking To Buy—Further Maths/Maths Methods Calculators
The school is looking to purchase a hand full of second hand TI
Nspire calculators used in Further Maths and Maths Methods for our Year
9/10 extension and year 11 students to use.
We are offering $100 for calculators less than 2 years old and $50 for older
versions. We are happy to consider purchasing calculators that have limited
battery capacity or are in a warn condition.
Please contact Kristy Riley at the school for more information or if you have
a calculator you would like to sell.

P O S I T I V E PA R E N T IN G

TELEP H O NE S ERV ICE

18 0 0 88 0 6 6 0

Gateway Health is proud to deliver
the Positive Parenting Telephone
Service across the state of Victoria.
Gateway Health is a not for profit
Community Health Service

1800 880 660
E: ppts@gatewayhealth.org.au
www.gatewayhealth.org.au

POSITIVE PARENTING
TELEPHONE SERVICE
.

FR EE
V I C TO R I A W I D E S E R V I C E
FOR

• Parents
• Grandparents
• Carers
Caring for children aged 2 - 12 years

Participants complete a workbook or
online modules which are supported by
weekly 30 minute phone calls with a
trained parenting educator.
All of this can be done from the comfort of
your own home at a time that suits you

O U R F R E E 6 TO 10
W E E K PA R E N T I N G P R O G R A M
H E L P S YO U TO :

• Have stronger more positive
relationships with your children
• Set rules and limits

Enrol now and make a
positive start to last a lifetime

• Manage everyday behaviour problems

Please call

• Teach new skills

1800 880 660
Enrolments are taken all year round

Sista Towns
leas o

Let’s connect, reconnect and build on
strengthening our community.
$40 per person
3 course dinner and live music
BYO drinks
SATURDAY, MAY 15 from 6:30pm at the Derrinallum Hall
Please RSVP by MAY 1st to
Siobhan 0439 330 539 or
Sim 0417 114 624

All ladies welcome
Pay to secure your seat

BSB: 633 000 Acc#: 172 412 769 Reference: Sista Din [your name]
Account Name: Western Plains Working Together Inc

Early bird special:
Book and pay for your table of 8 ladies before April 23rd
and receive a free raﬄe cket for each person at the table

Proudly supported by Western Plains Working Together Inc.

Calendar Of Events - Term 2

6th May

7th May

29th April

30th April

X Country

Eureka Division

NAPLAN Testing ends

14th May

NAPLAN Testing

13th May

MWD Athletics - Brauer NAPLAN Testing

WPPSSA X Country @
Skipton

12th May

NAPLAN Testing begins

11th May

10th May

Week 4

5th May

4th May

3rd May

Week 3

28th April

27th April

Students and Staff only.

ANZAC Ceremony—

26th April

Week 2

21st May

20th May

19th May

18th May

17th May

Week 5

28th May

27th May

26th May

25th May

24th May

Week 6

4th June

3rd June

2nd June

1st June

31st May

Week 7

Report Writing Day—
Student Free

11th June

10th June

9th June

8th June

7th June

Week 8

