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Principal’s Report
Well, I am most pleased in our return to school. The week has run incredibly smoothly, and the students have
dived straight back into their learning with only a few little hiccups. A few of the staff have been back at school for a
couple of weeks now but it was excellent to have everyone was back on deck officially last week and raring to go.
A special thanks to Ms Riley who in her new Assistant Principal role has worked exceptionally hard to make sure
that staff had as smooth a return as possible which in turn made a better return for the students. It’s great to see all
the smiling faces (yes, even the teenagers are smiling) back in the corridors and classrooms.
Continued………………….
Derrinallum P-12 College
Campbell Street
DERRINALLUM VIC 3325

Phone: 03 55976625
Fax: 055976646
Email: Derrinallum.p12@education.vic.gov.au
MGM txt only: 0427016460

Derrinallum P-12 College Community Newsletter
Welcome to new students and staff:
The College is delighted to welcome our biggest Foundation class in some years! 2022 sees 12 Foundation
students at Derri. We welcome Robert, Finn, Olivia, Mia, Grace, Alex, Jock, Oliver, Riley, Charlotte, Jarvis and
Carla. It is the first time in quite sometime that we have had a standalone Foundation class, meaning that we
have four primary classes this year. We had to find another classroom! Thanks to Brad and his staff for working
so hard to have it ready for day one! Aside from the Foundation students, we also welcome Sharni in year 6,
Bailey in year 7, Aiisha in year 8 and Lincoln in year 11.
We were able to make some announcements before the end of last year, but some teaching appointments
were made over the holidays. We are very pleased to welcome Miss Ashleigh Hunger (1/2), Miss Abby
Callaghan (Maths/Accounting/STEM), Ms Stephanie Wiffen (Hums/English), Mr David Keating (HPE) and Ms
Monika Socha (MYLNS/Literacy/Integrated studies) to the Derrinallum team. Although they are not new to us
here at Derri, they are taking on new roles and we are pleased to have them: Mrs Lisa Parker (5/6) and Mrs
Suzie Ellis (Psychology). Also, Ms Alicia Summerfield will be returning from Family leave in Term 2.
Testing:
A huge thank you to the primary families for bring their students in for the individual testing sessions. These
were highly successful with every available student attending their sessions. Completing the testing so early in
the term, allows for the classes to get into their learning sooner rather than later and increases the
effectiveness of the teaching and learning program.
Year 12 results from 2021:
We are exceptionally proud of our Year 12 results from 2021. Christine was our Dux with a score of 85.25
which, when you consider the horrendous interruptions of the past two years from COVID, as well as the
challenges of being a rural student is very pleasing. Derrinallum College was ranked 111 in VCE results in 2021
placing us third in the region, a result that we are just ecstatic about and shows that the hard work we are
putting in with the students is paying off. The College is however, focusing on more than just our ATAR results,
we also looking at setting students up for their post school pathways. From our six Year 12 students, five
received a Certificate II or higher in a VET course. Right now one has joined the Army, one is at the Richmond
Institute, one is thoroughly enjoying a traineeship at the Corangamite Shire, two are in full time employment
and one is in part-time employment. This is a fantastic outcome for our students as they have all moved into the
next stage of their lives. We will be tracking our graduates over the next 5 years to see how they have
continued their post school journey.
Learning Conversations:
You might like to pop the date for Learning Conversations in your diary. These will be held on Tuesday 1st
March. Students will not attend normal classes on this day but instead are expected to attend Learning
Conversations with their parents to discuss their start to school. This gives families the best understanding of
what’s happening in class as well as how they can support the learning of their child. Remember that your
attendance tells your child that you are interested in their education and will work with the college to support it.
Attendance:
After the interruptions of the past two years, it is important to avoid missing school unnecessarily. Taking time
off if a child is unwell is advised, but children shouldn’t miss school for an appointment that can be made
outside of school time for things like shopping trips. The best way for your child to learn is to be at school and in
class.
Priorities for 2022:
After our review in 2021, our Leadership Team have made our Curriculum Framework one of our biggest
priorities in 2022. The teachers have been working solidly on this in the last half of 2021, but will continue the
aim of having the entire framework documented by the end of this year. I am working with the region to place
some final touches on our strategic plan but will hopefully have it ready to go within the next couple of weeks.
Year 11 and 12 camp:
To cap off the week for the Year 11 and 12’s, Ms Riley, Miss Green and Mr Green have taken our most senior
school students on a challenge camp. The students will be hiking, fishing and sailing amongst other things. This
gives the students a great opportunity to understand and prepare for the challenges of Year 11 and 12 and
develop strong supports with their teachers. We thank Fiona Noone who is giving up some of her time to teach
the student about sailing.
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Computer Lab:
We are very excited to be working on our Business/STEM centre. To be honest I’m not sure what we are going
to call it but we have bought new desktop computers to go with our 3D printers and these are being set up in
the Trade Training area. Thanks to Daniel Missen who, in the absence of our school IT technician, has
dedicated some hours of his own time to get the computers set up so that we can get students in there and
working. We expect to see some exciting things in the near future.
Damage from the storm:
Unfortunately, the wild weather last Friday saw a substantial amount of water get into the school building. We
were very lucky that staff were on board that day and sprung into action quickly. I really thank the staff for
grabbing buckets and containers to catch the water coming in and mopping up corridors and classrooms. This
has been an ongoing problem for us over the last two years and we will continue to work with the Education
Department to try to remedy it.
COVID Update:
Hopefully each student has received their Rapid Antigen Tests. It is recommended that these tests be
completed twice a week. I’ve had lots of parents asking if it matters what day you test. The day you test is up to
families, but we would recommend non-consecutive days, unless your child is showing symptoms. One day
earlier in the week and one day later in the week. We expect another delivery next week to last until the end of
Week 4 and we will update you about what will happens next. If your child returns a positive RAT, please
contact the school so we can guide you through the appropriate next steps. We will notify the school community
of any positive cases and whilst students will not have to isolate because of a COVID case at school, families
are asked to monitor for symptoms and test as soon as any symptoms begin to show. Students who are unwell
should stay home regardless if they test positive or negative. Students will need to isolate and monitor for
symptoms if a family member tests positive. If your child tests positive, we would like the health and safety of
your child to be the most important thing for you. Several staff contracted COVID over the break and know
firsthand what it is like to have COVID. We would rather your child rest and recover than be worried about
schoolwork when they are unwell. This will be the same expectation for staff. Once students have completed
their 7 day isolation and are feeling well enough, they can return to the classroom. Should a child be
asymptomatic whilst they are isolating or be isolating due to being a primary close contact, we will share
learning resources that they can access from home to keep them on track. Please be aware that a remote
learning program which mirrors what is happening in class will not be provided.
We are very hopeful that there will be no remote learning for the College at all this year. At this stage remote
learning will only be an option if we cannot keep the school open due to something like staffing shortages. All
the high use classrooms have an air purifier placed in them and the staff will turn these on to run all day. Any
room without a purifier has external ventilation. Families are asked to send their child to school with a mask for
grade 3 and up.
We have had questions about providing updated immunisation records for students. We would love to receive
an updated record but please send this through after they have received their second dose and we will place it
on their record. If you have any questions regarding RATs or COVID please feel free to call or email the
College.
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund:
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities. If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be
eligible. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
Congratulations:
Again, we congratulate Ted Goodacre, on receiving an OAM at the recent Australia Day awards. Ted received
the award for over 50 years of voluntary work in the community. He is a long standing friend of the College, and
many would know his wonderful smile and infectious laugh from working the Driver Reviver with him at
Lismore.
Start of year reminders about medicals:
If your child has any medical requirements that may have changed over the summer break, please make sure
that you update Sandra in the front office. Families are asked to provide new asthma puffers, allergy medication
and diabetes packs. Sandra Torney will be in contact with families if we require new supplies, but we ask that
you send these in quickly so that we don’t get caught out.
Continued………………..
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Derri’s got Talent:
Lastly, I need to praise the abilities of our Senior School Captain, Audrey. Whilst Mr Green and I may not agree
on who recruited her to Bookaar, we were both extremely impressed with her cricket skills on the weekend.
Whilst I had intended to get to a game to watch Audrey play, I wasn’t intending on having to witness her skills
firsthand by being on the field with her but, wow, am I glad I did! Audrey bowled four overs (three of which were
maidens) taking two wickets and only allowing one run. I had always been impressed watching Audrey steam
them into Max and Hunter in the yard, but her game on the weekend was outstanding. She is currently the talk
of the league!
We will see some warmer weather over the next week so please make sure the students come to school with
their hats on. We do provide sunscreen, but if your child has sensitive skin, we ask that you provide a
sunscreen that’s suitable for them to use. Have a lovely weekend. See you all back for week two.
Stay safe!
Caitlyn Fitzgerald
Principal

Annual privacy reminder for 2022
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores
student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by
law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of our
school’s collection notice, found on our website
www.derrinallump12.vic.edu.au
For more information about privacy, refer
to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for
parents. This information is also available in
nine community languages:
Amharic
Arabic
Dari
Gujarati
Mandarin
Somali
Sudanese
Turkish
Urdu
Vietnamese.

Recognition afternoon
2021

Recognition afternoon
2021

Conveyance Allowance Program
The conveyance allowance is a contribution towards transport costs and is not intended to cover the full cost of
transporting children to and from school.
The conveyance allowance may be available to students attending government or non-government schools
and:

•

travelling by public transport or by private car, motorbike or bus, and

•

whose nearest school is not serviced by a free school bus provided under the School Bus Program

•

travel 4.8km or more from the home gate to the designated bus stop (Multi-Mode application) and attend
the nearest appropriate school/campus

Prior to submitting the applications, schools must check all information in the application is accurate. SCAS will
then assess, based on the information in the application, whether the student satisfies the eligibility criteria
established by the Minister for Education and Training.
Responsibilities of parents/carers
Parents/carers wanting to apply for a conveyance allowance must:
•

request a conveyance allowance application from the school

•

estimate travel distances using an online mapping tool. Be aware public domain tools may not
provide the shortest practicable route between home and the school/campus attended but give
a good indication

•

fill in, verify, and lodge the conveyance allowance application form with the school

•

notify the school within 7 days if the student’s residential or travel circumstances change

Eligibility/Not Eligible:

•

If you transport your child/children 4.8km or more to/from your nearest approved bus stop to your front
gate (Multi Mode application), you are eligible for the conveyance allowance.

•

If you transport your child to/from your front gate to nearest approved bus stop and the distance is less
than 4.8km, you are not eligible for the conveyance allowance

•

If your child/children are not attending the closest government school or nearest appropriate school (nongovernment school) you are not eligible for the conveyance allowance

•

If you live in the Derrinallum township and catch the bus at the bus stop situated outside the Kindergarten,
you are not eligible for the conveyance allowance

•

Kindergarten students are not eligible for the conveyance allowance

SCAS will not accept applications that are inaccurate or do not meet their specific criteria. We understand that
sometimes, filling in forms can be confusing. If you have any questions about the Conveyance Allowance
Program or need assistance in ascertaining your eligibility to apply, please contact Gaye Robinson-Marks at the
College on 03 55976625.
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Calendar of Events - Term 1 - 2022

17th February

18th February

10th February

11th February

25th February

24th February

23rd February

16th February

9th February

School Council

22nd February

Swimming Carnival

21st February

Week 4

15th February

14th February

Week 3

8th February

7th February

Week 2

Midwest Swimming

4th March

3rd March

2nd March

Learning Conversations

1st March

28th February

Week 5

11th March

10th March

9th March

8th March

Triathlon

7th March

Week 6

18th March

17th March

16th March

15th March

14th March

Week 7

